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To which are Perfixed | * 


A brief View of the preſent State of thi Þrotefiae 
World, with-ſome Remarks on 5 Writings 
of Mr. Sandeman. 


Purifying their Hearts by Fauh, Act. gy 
| It was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you 
that you ſhould carne/tly contend for the FaiE which was 


once delivered unto the Saints, Jude 2. : 
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The GP 4 coataining a ' brief 
View of the preſent State of che Pre- 
teſtant World ; with ſome particular 
Remarks on the Writings of Mr. San- 


deman. 


Ee 


RR 3 HEN men ſee a new book, *tis natwa 
"3 £ for them to enquire the occaſion of "Is 
appearance, eſpecially now when the 
E NES: world is ſo full of them, "The requi 
of friends is a common excuſe, and wi 
truly be alledged here; yet chat is not the, civic 
motive, And what encouragement can the preſen 
tace of things give to ſuch a work as this 7 For # Ic 
language of bookſellers in our country for fome yea 
has born a near reſemblance to that of one deſerts ; 
in the London Magazine for April 1763, Who 'Te- 
fuſed to print a poem, becauie the ſubjeXt was, .t00 | 
moral ad. religious ; and ſaid, 7; 
**Had your poem been garni! h'd with modiſh chic cha Y 
How Fanny ſaid this, and how Cloe did that; > | 
Lac'd with baudry and ſmut, had you publiſh'd i lay, 
I could ſell off two thouſand at lealt the -firlt Gay: * 
For whate'er you may tancy,-you live in.an age; +; 
When the church do not pay half ſo well as. the Bags ; 
Dcar DoQor, tho? {kill'd both in Hebrew and Gree 
You had much better preach for five Slings ia, y\ 
Than publiſh ſuch verſe —for whatever is n Guy. 
It /erious, it ne'er pays for. paper and print”, = 5 
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Yer (frange as it may focm) a heart affefting view 
of rhis deep Neep which we are fallen a, the 
principle avorive to this attewpt, towards ſtiring ſouls 
6 2 living and prafiical regard to divine \truth : 
The menleft wibereof has brought this Jethergy upon 
as. And while x was coming on, various things have 
dovenied as munmds from 2 ſenſe of our danger, Some- 
rames owr thoughts were prying into fſuturities, to the 
of preſent lovin; = 2/"be ___ every thing 

eac could be mer watch ol uy array. 1 nature was pub- 
fiſhed and fpread : Nat enly ſuch as were ſerious cal- 
culations or corgefares from ſcripture, but alſo ro- 
manic vifous anddream. Ar other times, witty or 
angry confrover fy ed our minds in various 
ſhapes - yea, iniftcad of Erving by faith as we ought, 
many have contended (2s hard as Zeb and his 
friends did) 2bout wht fuith 15. | 


And I befieve counfel hat been darkned with words 
ef bout tnowleage, 3s moch in this controverly as in 
fhat: As long 1s 725 wicw'd God in all that befel 
him, he did not fir with bro lips ; but when he tur- 
ned ts diſpure wich hes friends, each party miſapplicd 
excellenc truths, and rerorted their miſtaken conclude 
ons fill their ſpins were wearied ont : yer when the 
Lord appeared he made thicm all aſham'd of their 
corndu# ; and doubilcfs his appearance now would 
have the fame fic wpon fome of our late diſputants. 
The neglc& of right conduft in many who have made 

cat profeſſions of faich, has given occaſion for the 
builders on works to exert themſelves afreſh ; and the 
wricings of 2 religious mature which have had the moſt 
current ſpread is this Land for ſome years paſt, were 
fach 2s, wndcr a pretence of promoting morality and 
good order, have been levelled againſt many of the 
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even againſt the true deity of its great avchou; + 
In the mean time we haye one * who malkes a ſhow 
of appearing for thoſe great doftrinesand rofl mew 
upto look into then, that yer hasanfally mined as 
potion, as trends. to ſettle men in 2 dead W 
ſince his writings have been a means of RR 
ny in iniquity, and of entangſing or perplez.mg 2zve 
ſerious minds, I ſhall attempt co poins out fore per- 


vicious principles, which he has amerſperſed 
many choice truths, 

He has ſet down a charmimg No the 
Apoſtle's manner of preaching iw benms, tir 
« As they exhibit no alluremenrs ro che "of 
« men ; ſo neither dothey enteriro amy 
« tulation with his preſumpraows 
#* ſtorming and demoliſhing chefe, « 


» to his conſcience, charge 


*«« ina ſtriking view before hins, the half NE 
«« ſonsof duty, naturally impriated in his bear, ax 
+ ſhew at once, how unſutable ro them his thou : 
* and ations haye been, . They wnfhakle bis cov- 

* ſcience, and make it peak out, and, wizh the hy bs. - 
« eft demonſtration, pen. every thing 3t "0 
* And while they ſhut up all his znagmed fource, of 
« light and $A furviſh him with 2 ſoperaan; i 

# reaſon of hope ſtamped with the divine charafter'; 2+ - 


® Mr. Robert Sandeman, who came from Sariand; 


1764. and after travelling into various pars of 
try he gathered a church at P; ; buy 
ſcattered laſt fall 


t Letters on Theron and A 
Page 226, | 
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Such fine paſſages as this, willinduce ſome to take 
down all that ſuch a writer ſays,a|moſt without examy- 
nation. But if we obſerve the divine caution, Tate 
heed what you hear, we may ſoon find things of ano- 
ther nature ; for the Apoſtles are dead, and this writer 
has raiſed aflately Monument for them, and inſcribed 
thereon PAUL'S GOSPEL. And now he will not 
allow any man to call himſelf Chriſt's ambagader, 
an | to beſeech ſouls in Chri/Ps ſtead to be reconciled 
to God : * and for no beiter reaſon that T can find 
than this, viz. that many have abuſed that charafter 
fince the Apoſtle's days. + Therefore now when one 
miniſter ſays to his hearers, « Let me tell you, the 
* Lord hath {cnt me at this time to proclaim liberty 
q to the captives that are in this ſad, bitter, and (to 
*« their thinking) deſperate condition ; Iiberry God hath 
« given thee, if thon wilt come freely ; nothing in 
«© the world ſhall hinder thee”, This author ſays that 
in this paſſage, © His Jofty ſelf conceit may be ſeen”. 
And when another miniſter expoſtulates with his 
hearers thus, ** Can none of my exhortations, none 
« of my friendly intreaties prevail with you to 
* rouſe uþ, and look into your own hearts, and exa- 
* mine your ſlate and condition” &c, This man cries 
*« obſerve with what Cignity this gentleman fruts in 


-« his pulpit”: And he concludes his book with this 


advice to his readers, viz. ** After you have heard 
* the orthodox fo plainly :ffirming, that juſtification 


* js an at of God's free grace, —ſuffer them” not to 


«« put the change upon you, Whenever they begin 
« totalk to you of any att you are to exert in order 
ro 


* 2. Cor: 5. 20, 
+ See Letters Vol. I. page 45. &c, 
$ Letters Vol. 2. page 203, 204, 209. 


ye hal be ſaved : yea he teacherh them to relift ſuch: 


Flavel, the Erfkine's and many others,under the name 
of popular preachers, he ſays, 4 I would be far from 
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'* to acceptance,” and- call it a juſtifying at, hich... 


© you are to exert by the help of God's grace, 


66 you ready ro reply, Avaunt z none of your tricks. 5 
If you wou 'q preach golpel TO US, YOU mult «c | 8 


Ln 


«© us ſomething ar to give us Joy as we preſently” 


od ſtand unconſcious of wy diſtinguiſhing qualificas, 
* tion”, "mY 


Here reader,only look back to his deſcription ( fs 


Apoltle's way of preach ng the'goſp1, and judge for 
thyſelf, if hedues not teach ſinners to gainſay ult \uch 


preaching now as they delivered, when they * 


* fed forward to the lianers con'cience, charged bim 
© before G3d, and converſcd with him there z and 


* ſhut up all his imagined ſources of Ight and hope? ?: 
while they called him to belfreve in the Lord” Feſus and 


preachers now as they would the devil, by cryings; 
« .Avaunt ! none of your tricks * 7! 


It is readily granted that this writer has point "v 
out many dark ſtrokes in the writings of our maſt 
noted divines z and it he could clear off all their mb 
takes, he ſhould be. as welcome thereto, as any 


cou'd ® to take ol the carrion out. of our pleaſa 4 


bacbife ſome crow's meat was found there ? Yet he 
bends all his wit this way; for after naming Mr, 


© refuſing even to the popular preachers themſel eS, 
« what they fo much grudge to others, the ben 


« of the one inſtance of an-hardned finner finding - 


* mercy at laſt: For | know of no finners more 


hardened, none gregter deſtroyersof markind a. 
B | % ; ; | 


? 


+ * 
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« they”, * And afterwards, ſpeaking of the writings 
« of Meffirs. Guthrie, Marſhal, Boſton and Doddridge, 
* he ſays, If avy profane Perſon, who deſires to be 
* converted, ſhall take pains to enter into the ſpirit 
* of theſe books, it will be caſy to ſhew, from the 
$© new-reſtamecit, that he thereby becomes two-fold 
« more the child of hell than he was before” + 
And he tells Mr. P. that he was * particularly fond” 
6f theſe two paſſages; © Not (ſays he) that theſe 
©+ paſſages contain any tbing but what is aimed at in 
« every page”. Thus we happen to: have his own 
account of what he aimed at thro' all his writings, 
even againſt ſuch as he allows do plainly enough ſer 
before *'us many articles of the apoſtolic doctrine”. 
Yea who * aſſert almoſt a/! the articles belonging to' 
& the ſacxed truth”, 4 Now compare this with what 
he ſays of others : © Many, fays he, truſting in 
« themſelves, that they are more eminently godly 
* than others, look down with a ſolemn pride on 
* the reſt of mankind. —Many have their pride not 
&* a little gratified, by complaining of the defeZtions 
&* of the church whereof they are members”. Yet 
there is ſcarce. one proteſtant author that he names 
without complaining of his defefions ; and where he 
could find nothing to complain of, he conceals their 
names; for he ſays, * I have as I found -occaſion, 
65 freely adopted the obſervations, andeven the words 
&* of the friends of the doQtrine contained in theſe 
« ſheets, without ſeeing any neceſſicy of quoting them 

" or 


" #4 


* Letters on Theron &c, Vol. 2 page 138, 


F Ibid page 191. Epiſtolary Correſpondence between S. P* 
and R. 8. paye 20, 


'& Letters Vol, 1. page 271 & Vol, 2, page 246, Val. 2 


IÞ: 
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* or mentioning their names”, But why ho) 
names on one hide as well as the other Wes 
ſays * There was no hampers Fa po ole 
** to any purpoſe, without making an | 
«*« wards profaning the divinity of thoſe denkl] 

Now my dear friends, behold ! this man is { 
ble that he excJaims aloud againſt every bodie: $ pride 
but h:5 own ! and he is ſo boneſt that he exerts. all his 
wit to expoſe the nakedneſs of proteftant fathers 
adopts their good obſervations, while he conceals 
names that they may pals for his own!” = 

Yet he would not have usthink that he 1 moved 
to this condudt by the prejudices of education becauſe 
he tells us he was rate bp from his infancy 1 
ſuch reaching, and long ſought to form his” 
thereby : © Bur, ſays he I am far from rhinking 
** any thing extrayagant, or in the leaſt injuri: 
«my conſcience, when | affirm, that I'm 
* been as proficably employed, and even mn 
* much chriſtian piery, in attending the levee Ex tte 
* Jady of Loretto”. Vol. 1 page 127. 

Here obſerve, Loretto is a city in Traiy, 
Roman Catholicks ſay they have the boh he eky' 
the virgin Mary was born in, which they ren 
was carried through the air from Ga#lifee by angels :— 
therefore many chouſands yearly reſort thereto Pay 
their devotions to the Ladies image, with the'znian 
on her arm, + So that he had as good ha e ſaid, 
© Thereis are profitable means ro promote chrittian 
© piety in attending the worſhip or-rhe virgin Mary, 
© in the depths of popery, as there are under {yeh'rea 
* chers as Mr. Bofton, the Erftins's 8&2, - 21 t - 

B 2 te er 

* Letters Vol. 2 page 245, 246- wh F 
+ Univeſal Gazetteer at the word Loretta, IL 
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_. Letthis be kept in mind, ,and we will turn and 
enquire what more profitable means are to be had 
vnder his teaching. It we aſk how a ſoul comes to be- 
lieve in Chriſt, his reply is that ** Faith comes not by 
£«. human endcavours, 0: the ule of any means, even 
* under. the greateſt advantages that men can enjoy”, 
Bur ſays he, * The conv: yance of che falutary iruth 
* ro them for their reliet, as much prevents every 
« motion of their w:ll,—as did the divine gracious 
* purpoſe before the world was”, *® Now what can 
have a more natural tendency to guard againſt a ſenlie 
of the guilt'of unbelief,than this has ?.to illuſtrate his 
meaning he ſays, ** Let us learn from the words of 
« Tcius, how infants at the beginning of Lite, and 
< how condemned fellons at the end of it, enter 
* into the kingdorn of God. Thence we will fee 
* how little account thedeity makes of all rhe migh- 
* ty buſtle of our thoughts thro? all the buſy ſcene 
* of life”. + 

In order to eſtabliſh his notion of theſe two caſes, 
he pu's a falſe conilruftion upon others ſeo iments 
concerning them. As to the firſt, he ſpeaks of ſome 
e ners, and afterwards of Dr. Gil! by name, whom 
er-preſents as holding that adult perſons are intitus 
led to baptiſm, and ſo to the kingdom of Heav:n 
on account of ſomething which they canas more'than 
infants towards ob/aining a part therein, & Whereas 
that controverſy is not concerning what any can do 
towards obtarrgng, but 'tis about wanifefling their in- 
tereſt in the kingdom. We have no account 
who the parents of them children were which were 
brought to Jeſus, Mat. 19. 13, 14. Neither does 
| he 


®* Letters Vol. 2 page 67. 136. + Ibid page $0. 
{ Letters 'Vol. 2 page 4r' 205. 


| 
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as tully that the word was ſpoken to all that 
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he ſay-all fuch, but of ſuch is the kingdody of Hea- 
ven... Mr, $. holds that, ® * juſtification *#3mes ra 
* a parenc, and his houſe at the ſame*: 'me z.3hd lays, 
+ The parent then bclieving,.. according t&.wh 
v4 6 RL is juſtified rogether with his hepfe**. If 
this were true, it would prove that paren"itep ao a 
great deal for others, it not ſor themlelves;* ©: The 
texthe refers to for the ſupporc of this notion; 
wert in the 
Jailor's houle, and that all ryaiced believivg wo God, 
as it does. that all were bapiized,. Aft, 160 $6——34- 
None {peaks more plainy againſt national; 
than this author pretends to do; yet how 
are all ſuch pretences, while he bolds things* 
For all know that families are the foungati 
nations: the old national church all ſprang fie 
eminent belicyer. aj : 
Upon the other caſe viz. the thief on the. be, 
t.kes ſome paſſages from Mefſirs, Flavel, Batter 
Willijon -, wherein they. warn ſouls again&- 
I-Hing the great ſalvation becauſe of that 
of one who 10und mercy at the laſt : and beca! 
ſay, that was an exirarrdinary time, ſuch au" 
happen again, and that the thief never had ana 
grace before. This author,ca:ching at ſuch;2xpreſſi- 
ons, metamorphoſeth their diſcourle, till he would 
make their meaning to be.** That the parc ker fia- 
* ner had extraordinary merit, name!y, of the'nega- 
©« tive kind, yea, that he had within him a xety 1 
** ly ſpark of goodneſs” ; and ſtrains it ev a5 | 
that, ** extraordinary mercy. was, upon anrrfranre: 
* dinary occaſion, ſhewn to extraordinary arch”. 
And having changed their meaning ia ſuch Tae 
ed manner, he chea compares them to Protezg! who, 


- Epifolory Coreſpond, page 30.” + Vol.-2 p45 


© * -o Go _ hm 
Jr oy "- =_w "_ 


" go thy way fer this time. 
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the-poets faid would change bis bape at bis pleaſure, 
And then brings in ſome of the moſt falſe ſentiments 
he could find on that ſubjeR ; and ſo ſpends eighteen 
pages, and all ro try to make out his poſition, 
« That the deity makes Nttle account of our thoughts 
«* thro* all the buly ſcene of life”. 

Yet Jehovah calls the heavens and earth to grve 
ear to what he bath ſpoken, becauſe his people d:tb 
notcCowNsS1DER ai. 1. 2,3. Ihe reaſon this man gives 
why theſe divines cannot mean right, is that it can 
never'do to ſay, a perſon delays believing-a teſtimo- 
ny now, in hopes of finding ic to be true hereafter : 
and fo ridicules the notien of men's delaying their 
faith. But God's word. informs us that-when- Felix « 
heard Paul concerning the faith in Chriſt; lo that 
truth madehim iremble,,adbhis immediate Ls wer was, 
And -as we are expreſly told 
that farth comes by bearing ; fo the danger of negleimg 
4t, is often warned againſt in theſe terms, To day if ye 
wil! bear bis varce baraned not your bearts. And though 
he treats them with contempr for holding forth that 
the thief had not ovutftood ſuch calls as preſumptuous 
ſ.nners now do ! yet Paul ſays, T obtained mercy becauſe 
I finned IGNORANTLY, in andbehef.-1 Tim.-1. 13. 

Act the ſame time this writer would be fo far, from 
being accounted anenemy to good works,that he gives 
it as Paul's mind, intimated to true Chriſtians,” that 
*« they could not warrantably be afſured of their hap- 

{tate by any exerciſe ot mind, without the ſelf 
« 'deniced works of obedience.** And he takes pains 
to diſtingviſh berween the aſſurance of faith, and the 
affurance of hope, and refers the firſt to the truth be- 
lieved, the other to our intereſt therein. | And he ſays, 
2 \No man can be charged with the (in of diſbelieving 
*'the goſpel | for doubiing if he be a good ananT ' 
ce 1$ 
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& his chief hazard lies on the other fide.” Of-xt 
rance offaith be ſays,* They obrain it witht-ut- 1 "7 
© uſing any endeavours 1n ſearch of it: 
+ the aſſurance of hope iseryoyed on'y by Eg! 
&-give all diligence-to obgain it.” *® Nowt:reem 
this with his eſſay to dere others artifice,inie 
ding grace and works together, where heſays; 
** we not ſay, that all the good works whick# 
*«« recompenced at the reſurruQtion of the juſt; a; 
+ duced by the influence of the divine Spirits 
© in the hearts of thoſe who believe ? ye.z1 
* the connection berwixt every good: work 
*« reward, that according to ſcripture, the Fth4 
« God, not to ſay his grace, is concerned to, wake | it 
«< good.” f Ky 
Were this true then, he that gives all di 
to perform the ſelf dented works of obedience,-and ſo 
obtains the aſſurance of hope ;, God's Juſtices wv; 
ſay his grace, would be concerned to reward tm 
whoſe good works at the rejurrefion of Mes 
Whereas according to the goſpel, Juſtice is a$ 1 
concerned to forgive the penitent, and to cleaf: 
from all wnrighteouſne/s, as to reward his mn 
Tis all thro* grace in Chriſt Telus, Rom:l,. 
1 7obn 1.9. Kev. 8. 3, 4. GE | 
Tho' this author abounds with criticiſm, fat: this, S 
and other ſcriptural ditinians he labours to explode. 
As, 1. The diſtinftion between dofrinal and zxperi 
mental knowledge ; between right ations of tirh 1n 
the beady and knorping them in the beare. WW >a 
Mr. P. had profeſſed a full concurrence with K ſen- 
timents concerning faith, and then made an' " tempt: 
ro explain his dificition* of ir, as © a bare rh of 
*.the bare report of the ooſpel”, '{o as to mxke-it 
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® Letters Vol, 2 page 140, 141. + Ibid page 9b... 
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mean more ** than what is commonly called a'ſpecte- 

<« lative, notional, or dead faith” : Mr. 8. replys, that 

*« any atiempt to render my lahguage on this bead, 
I-is offenſive, is enough to alarm me and awakgf 
*« ſuſpicion”. E piſt. Correſpond. page 62 And then” 
Mr, P, expreſſed his thanktulnels for the help he hagt 
received from our author's writings to clear brs views, © 
and relieve bis mind ; yet becauſe he adds his periua- | 
ſion that he had, ** truely known and preached, truſ- 

« ted and loved the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for many 

« years”, and therefore could not join in his ſever iy 
agait:ſt other preachers and writer ; Mr. S. tries hard 
to detect Mr. P. of hypocriſy, and concludes that there 
muſt be ſore defer or mitake in his faith, tho* he could 
not pretend to point eut wherein it Jay, p. 61. But if 
this diſtintion was excluded, how would ir ſtrength- 
en thedeifs whenthey hear Jeſus declareto his diſciples 
that they knew, what they aſſerted that they did nor 
know ; 7ob. 14 4—9. The glory of God in the face 
of Chriſt had ſhined into their bear/, tho” they had not 
as yet, diltin& notions thereof in their Heads. And 
tho” they truly believed in him as the way 70 be 
Father, yet they knew not the ſcripture,tbat be muſt riſe 
again from the dead, John 20. 9. Burt after he aroſe, 

' he opened iFeir underitandings, fo that they could dif 
tnctly and boldly preach the forgiveneſs of fms,' to 
Jews who are gathered from among a'l nations Luk. 
24. 45. —47. Act. 2. Yer ſtill it was a long time 
beiore they had ſo muchhead knowledge as to preach 
this goipel freely to the gentiles, All which ſhews 
that diſtin& notions in the head, and a knowing the 
truth 10 the heart are quitt different things. 

2 Mr.S. makes no Juſt diſtinfion ' between a 
faviſh and a child like fear, bur labours to contound 
them together, He declares that no fixed judgment 

Can 
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can be formed of any man's ſtate, but k tierſd cons 
tinusnce in well doing to the end. * No mortal, 
* ſays he, can attain any ſuch aſſurance of hope 
@ but that he ti]l finds himſelf occaſionally in hazard 
« of loſing it”. page $5. And he aſſercs tha; one 
* can ſcarce do a greater hurt to profellors, thziy by 
* indulging them-in the thoug ht that they are #j bor» 
* tom poſſeſſed of ſome inherent good prinetpi 
«« A teacher, ſays he, runs ne riſk of exceeding. i 
« yrging the motives to fear”. page 92. But\Zaul 
fays, ye have not received the ſpirit of beaJa” 
again to fear: And Zacharias bleſſed Go&: 
hriſt would deliver us from our enemies, & 
we might ſerve him witTHouUT FEAR, In bolinej4 
righte ſs before him, all the days of our life, 
8. ig. Luk. 1, 74; 75- | Bn 
Now Ll defy him or any other man_ to reczxile 
theſe matters, without carefully diſtinguiſhing beryre 
that bondage thro? fear of death which ſouls art,ſub- 
je& to before Chriſt delivers them; ahd the reve! enc 
and godly fear, whereby gracious perſons ſerve*tred. - 
Heb. 2. 15. & 12. 28. 1 come 'to his dillike'it a 
third diſtinQtion, which he delivers thus. © Fzinc 
« we may fee how unfit the common addreſſes z} 
'« end of Sermons to believers, as di/tingui/#:d From 
** careleſs and unconcerned, are to promote the} 
*« neſs of true edification”. page 84. Who can reirai 
from comparing theſe things. with what God faf- 
falſe prophets ? viz. //th lies have ye made the 13 
of the righteous ſad, whom I have not made 
and. ſtrengthned the hands of the wicked, that 
fhou!d not return from his wicked way, FEzeK;"13 
22. Yea he lays, they do it by their lies, and by err 
1L16KTNME3S. Jer. 23. 14,32. TI his may turf us 
0/0 | 1 n0- 
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to lodk at the line of proftice. which-this- man- is la- 
aring to. promote; as. it-i$. pointed, t94n- various. parts 
Rc Ra > but, 48 SY, > Jeſeribed in a 
" pamp'\let printed laſt year, called, **. A. plain and full 
4 accourt.of the chriſtian pradtices, obſerved by the 
4. church in St.. Martin's-le-grand, London, and 
«, other-.. churches m_.tellowjhip with them”. In 
the edician of it-at Bo/ton, the churehrs from him-are 
called ** $4NDEMANIAN”., The. profeſſed- deſign 
of it, is. ch 1&fy to give a full account of thoſe pragts- 
es wherein they der from, others, page 4. * And 
the: fir(t article of ſuch difference which they name is 
their-aaving the Lord's * Supper every Sabbath, for 
w-rich-they. cite 44 20 7. And becauſe the diſci- 
ples. metywith thar deſign on that. day, when . Pau! 
was there ; they - would have ity that theſe churches 
brake bread every fir(t day, -Þ.  6.: Another .praftice 
hey expreſs thus. © In'the interval betweenthe mor- 
4. ning and afternoon ſervice, we have qur love feaſts ; 
-«* of which, every. ove. partakes ; by dining at the 
*. houſes of fach of the brethren who live ſufficient - 
* ly near,—ihet the poor may have a comfortable 
meal-at the.cxpence of the more wealthy.,-We 

1**: cannot allow. any member -to be-abſent from the 
-« fea(t, either thro' indiffcrence or mere inconveni- 
*,.ence”, page 4+ 3. To prove this they quote three 
»rexts, Viz.1 Gor.,t1. 20, 21.2 Pet. 2-13; 7ude 12, 
» Wherein we -4nay obſerve, that Paul calls the Corinth- 
+ tans feaſts, their own ſupper, in diflintion from the 
; Lord's Supper ;_ and Zude-calls them- your, feaſts. 
» T bus-tbree Apoſtles reproved the diſorders, which at- 
tended thoſe feaſts; of we have ng\account that one 
apallie ever. prafticed: them. Tis, moſt likely thar 
HA they 


'. Note, the quotations are from the London edition, 


"2+. Wk, 


Ty. 


= He 


they, were taken up'in imitation. of the old 


feaſts, without any divine warrant at all, + 54} 


The next particular of their-praftice- 1s ; ny 
fealt, and at: the admillon of members. and. at; 
opportunities they ſalute each other with a ie 
charity. page 9+ 10, And they lay, ** we ER 
*« objeQions againſt jt, and all attempts to ſer it hoe, 
4 by ſubſ{lirutiag any other form of {aluragion// 9 ug 
{+ room,.40 proceed from a diſr2gard to the auth 31 
«+ of the new-teſtament”?; However | would: az#; : 
there no difference berween cu/toms of expreſſing 
reſpeRs.to.each other, ane ordinances of worlhigit 
wards God. ? And is it as criminal to alter the aide 
ot expreſſing our love tq one anorher, a8 10 £h6\\ge 
his ordinances? The deiſts make a handle of: what 
Paul ſpeaks of another cuſtom,againſt all r2velapiap 4 
one of them. once ſaid to me, Paul was'miſtaketsin 
ſome things, for he ſays, ** Doth not nature iff 
* reach. you, that if _a man have” long | hair, Es A 
'« ſhame unto. him ; he miſtook, nature tor cuſtim'?. 
But 1 think Mr. Edward's remark. is a good *IÞ 
to this; which is *+. that *tis cuſtom which eſta] 


© therefore K it had eſtabliſhed the wearing; * 
** long hair, astheſign of atemale,nature & ſelf t & i8 
'« that it was a ſhame for a manto appear in the kev 

«« garb of a woman”. So. here, thole precepis. wi 
they A to, phgoudtelly require.to blue the ith} 


that Tos require/us to lajute with akiſs, 28.4 to : "7 


ſpiritual love,” among people who ſcarce ever | Hitw 


it uſed; to-manifelt any other than natural or.caq*3ial 

love . [7-4 
Waſhing of feet, was a needful kindnels-in!;# 
times, to travellers, A their ' manner of gF#/5 
: on 


En 


206 True Faith will produce good Werks 


left their feet expoſed to the duſt; but it ſeems this 
people are conſcious that cuſtom has made fome alte- 
ration in theſe thinzs now ! for they hold that 
John 13. 14 makes it our duty to waſp'a brothers 
Feet, only when it can be an ad of tindneſs to do ſo, 
p. 13 And doubtle's that exampie” of our Lord, 
ought to mike us all ready to do the lowelt a& of 
kindneſs to each other: but ty» walh feet only as a 
religious ceremony ; this we are told has long be n 
annually praQtiſed by the Pope, and by ſeveral Kings 
of Europe. 

This people often profeſs their ſtrift regard'ro fcrip- 
ture ; yet they d-clare that they find neicher exprefs 
precept nor precedent therein, for family prayer, 
while they lay, © it ſeems neceſſary for mamgarining 
* the fear of God ina family”, page 14. But what 
fear of Ged would they maintain without precept or 
precedent from him * * Howeyer their deſign imme- 
diately appears, by their proceeding to judge thoſe 
who ialiſt —_ the praftice of /amily prayer, and the 

#rſ/t gay Jabbath, but difregard the feaſts of charity, 
* "the boly kiſs, &c as perſons, © influenced to their 
'« rehigious praQiſes, not by the fear of God, the au- 
** thority of Chriſt, or the ſpirit of truth” page 15. 
"Thus they judge others : and as tro their own wem- 
bers, they lay, © In every chorch tranſaGion, whether 
«© it be receiving, cenſuring, or expelling members, 
* chooſing officers, or the like ; we eſteem wnanimi- 
* ty to ve abſolutely neceſfary : Nothing is decided 
« by the vote of the majority—In ſome caſes indeed 
* there are diſſenting voices : The reaſons of the de- 
* ſcent are thereupon propoſed and conſidered ; if 

they 


p + * 1 believe there is precept, and precedent too in the 


word for family prayer ; but as my views on that ſubie&t 


- ; were publiſhed laſt year, | ſhall! nat repeat they here. 
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46 « they are wah Wale the whole church b & 1 | 
change. its opinion, ; if not, and. the perſoig| 
« in cy 50 tion to the word of God, the 4 | 
«« bound to rejeRt him”, page. 24. 25; Wii 
ſtrous t 3 are here | Fab 
t Here is a ſelf contradifion ; for the: b! 
of the paragraph ales. chat not hing isdecidixt 
vote of a majority, whil- the laſt part deck 
the church rejedts a perlon that difſents ; be ft. . the 
major rcjeAls the minor. TYH6 

2 Here is cruel tyranny, to oblige every ty 
to believe as the church believes in every a feds pain 
of being rejedted. XY 
| Here is an awful a/:ning .of the. prexggat: 
ef the moſt high ; tor the churches opimon wh 1 
diſſeating 'pecſon perſiſting in oppoſition. 10, 7; 
ou: reſerve, called © the word of God”: I'&5: 
chu ch which does not pretend to © have any + x 
** direction for the preciſe, day. in which th wtf, 
* thould be. obſerved”, page 8 who yt have}; 
the Lord's Day for it, and.cannot. allow indxt; 
or mere inconvenience to keep one member the; 
And they have gane ſo ar towards forbrding; ih 
ry, as poſlutively to deprive a miniſter of bis.#þ 
he ſhould marry a ſecond wife. page 18 yes! 
the church that _ void the: divipe rule cazcerning 
forgiveneſs, ſo far ag abſolutely. to refuſe to tx 
perſon again,.it he ſhould incurtheir cenſure ate 
had reſtored: him twice. _ And yet they cazÞF 
ſo'emn check put upon. all FPS to: the j$ap 
Chriſt : yea,an\ to trite the rezeted man's <4; £1 
fo bring him to repentance : page 23. O ſirang "gt 5) br 
him to repentance, bur'never receive him agg ' P 

Yet after all their ſolemn.checks, they tacit brand 
all with the odious name of Phariſees, who arf4iga 
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encouraging all diverſions publick or private which 
are not- **connetted with circumſtances really ſinful”, 
page 15, 16. compare "this with Eepleſ, 7. 2—4. 
Phil 4.5. 1 Thef. 5. 8. and many other Scriptures. 
Methinks I hear {ome ſay, «We are tired of heg: 
« ring ſuch'things, -and why do you ſpend fo much: 
& labour againſt fo mean a perſon, who' is "pleaſed 
«with being taken notice of, tho” it be in a way' of 
& oppoſition” ? 1 grant theſe remarks tobe'rrue ; and 
the meane/t thing 1 can ſee in him, iz the deceitful 
methods which he has taken to promote his =% 1 : 
yet as I wasConvinced that hereby he has impoſed up- 
on many, I thoughr' it duty ro point © oat Tome” of 
thole deceptions, and ſo to warn my tellow men of 
their danger ;, otherwiſe I] ſhould think this Jabour'yes 
ry unbecoming. . 
He and his followers' make great profeſſions -of 
appearing for deſpiſed truth. 1 he dofrine of the 
croſs, and Paul's Goſpel; and have accordingly rai- 
{ed their ſtandards in the capitals, both 'of ' od 'and 
new-England : And'inſtead of Pau!'s motto, in fa/t- + 
mgs eften.they have ſer up the baits of feaſtings often, 
and a free encouragement of both publick and privated!- 
ver ſions; asit tnclination'did not lead po aſtenough 
that way, without the ſanftion of reltgion'to put them 
forward therein. And inſtead of keeping ' under the 
- body, their ſcheme would keep many trom divine wor- 
* ſhip, every Lord's day, to provide for - feaſting the 
body. And tho* they fay, ++ We are utterly againſt 
- « aiming to promote the cauſe we contend for. either 
*« by creeping into private houſes, or by caſing our 
- & voice to be heard in thefireers”, page 29. yer they 
- do it by thar art, 4 
- * Whole fofteſt notes out-ſtrip loud thunders ſound, 
And ſpread their accentsthro* theworld's wr 1g 
Ar 
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And .as creeping, is the oppoſite -of going \uþwybt ; 
therefor-all ho w02/k not uprightly accordin uy 
truth of the goſpe/ | letit be to get into prizic 
publick only, are juſtly faid to creep in, . 
Paul's weapons were uſed for caſting down? 
nations and every high thing that exalteth ,3t; 
again(t the. bnow/edge of God, and bringing int: 
tivity every thpught to the: obedience of Chriſt: 
to. 5. But this pretender ro Paul's goſpel. etzHurs 
geth (inners. to hope that either they- were jo 172A 
wfancy,or elſe may bt at the cloſe of life ; and; 
eth them rhart the deity makes Urttle acecunt Tour 
thoughts thro' all the-buſy ſcenes of life: and filead' 
of pulling dawn ſatan's. Irony holds, he has nfs 4 | 
art to fortify them, ſo that now, it a preacher nib} 
cloſe -ddreſs To their thought and conſcience, .a wt Fla 
them in Chriſt's name to: ſurrender into his hii6g) 
fo. believe on him &c. the imagination of x ms 
body 1s brought up, and the preacher is. ridicy Ky ET 
if he was abſurdly talking-to a ſenſeleſs corp fee & 
probably the ſame image, was in the ſinners tha 7 ” 
in tHe other part of rhe diſcourſe, to guard agai any 
conviftior that he. was ſpiritually dead, becaulethe is t is 
naturally alive. . Yet after this man has exert& 
his wits to caſt contempt. upon ſuch addreſs, as | It 2 
preacher certainly meant that there was fome | od 


all 


he labours-much to move profeſſors to; what he 4 th 
the ſeit denied works of obedience, without allowing 
them to think that they are po/e/2d of any int Rr : 
good principleatall. He lays, ** A perſon by Rig 
* brought tothe knowledze o the trath, is nott {is 
* by led to think himſelf poſſels'd of ſome god + 
+ ny by which | be ſtands more nearly relate to 
e& thanrhe was,or thin other men, His co Fore 
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« does not lie in thinking on any change he has un- 
6 'dergone, but he is comforted in thinking on what 
« is without him, on what is ab/ent from him, even 
« on what is in Heaven.” So Balaam- ſaid, I ſhall /ee 
bim but net now : 1 ſhall bebeld bim, but not nigh: 
where:s Paul ſays, Jeſus Chriſt is 1n you, exceps you 
be reprobates. Again, this writer ſays, * We muſt 
*© not conſider the perſon advancing to the affurance” 
' 4 cf hope as engaged in certain round of duties, fo 
* as his comfort ſhould ariſe from a co» ſi rowſneſs of 
«* his petforming or defiring to periorm them from - 

« rjpbi motives. 
> - « Thusthe chriſtian profeſſion would become a 
* phariſaical ſcheme. We muſt rther conſider 
« him, as, at the riſk of all other evils, ſeeking of 
« f-/ter irom the greateſt in the ſociety of Chriſt 
»» and' his diſciples”. * Whar contradiftion is here r6 
Rem. 8. 15. Gal. 4. 6. 2 Cor. t. 12, and great nun» 
bers of other places ? And what does all Mr. S's re- 
ligion come to at laſt, more than ſpeculative #otions 
about the truth, and ſorne outward doings, without 
thinking he is polſeſs'd of any good principle by which 
he ſtands more near/y related 10 God than otber men ;; 
and without being conſcious of having experienced 
any inward change, ſo as to att from right motives, 
or de/iring ſo to do | Yet when he goes on in feaſting, 
laughter, and diverſions, he (till hopes to have o/Jher 
from the' greateſ# of evils, in the ſociety of Chrift and 
his diſciples. Now if we remember Loreito, and how 
he has treated proteſiant writers in general, and ob- 
ſerve that he declares our writers, upon the ſteps of 
the ſpirits work in conviction and converſion, to be 
«much more hurtful to mankind, than writers of 
* romance”; and plainly ſignifies that the pulpit at 
preſetr 


"* Epiſtolary correſpond. p $2, $3., & $6, 
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I 
preſent does more burt than the Page :. And he ſay, 
** When we hear one deſcribing 16 us how he ft 
** ob:rained peace with Guy 1i we Rid him TY 

* pains (©. inform _us of the influences of grace 6 
* tr] in his heart; and the operations of the Spirit lay» 
* ding him oa _to converſion, we may fately (@j; 
*« This js a-ſpirit that ſpeaks of it felt ; this is Dit 
** the true grzce of Gud”, * Ard it werefledt again; 
that tis plan. of church g- vernmear, difalioxt 
the diſtin&tion between ircunſftaniial, and efſenks 
po nts, which is fo general. with proteſtants, and fy= 
jects every member that dare be ſo bold as to judife... 
otherwiſe in any caſe, than the church does; and £*: 
that this very church reſerves liberty to her ſelf An- 


E513 


corre miſtakes, and alter her ways as other matte;F 
may occaſionally be_ preſented, page 24. 3-Þ Thieh 
and other things would be apt ro make us think -}if; 
an old ſtory which they uſed ro tell, of perſons takign: 
ſanttuary in the boſom of the church, whole head*s: 
called Chrift”s vicar on ear'h, Wh 


And tho 'this man and his followers appears cz [ 
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* Letters on Theron - &c.. Vol.” 2 page 61.1 
243- | am far from thinking that our - writers | ent: 
theſe ſubje&s. are free from errors : The following dike. 
courſe will ſhew the contrary ; yet to treat Mr. Hes. 
ez, and many other excellent authors as he has don. 
is monſtrous ; tho! his treatment of the work of Got 
Spirit is much more abominable. n 

£4 Left thou ſhouldeſt ponder the pIth of life, © 
« ways are moveable, that thou canſt not know them: 

- Prov.'s_ 6. | : {on 
Epiſt. Correſpond, page 15; Get 
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yet. a due canfideration in the light of truth might 
give us another view of our ſtate, For tho! few have 
received his model of church affairs z yet many are 
pleafed with his crafty cants upon our molt awake- 
ning\ preachers and writers ; and inftead of wartifying 
the deeds of the body, they are Rrongly attached to the 


pleaſures of ſenſe. And if we realize how much pro- 


f-{rs of religion valye themſelves, upon their nice 
diſtinRtions and refined ſpeculations, with' ſome police 
forms ; while they give fad proofs of unacquainted- 
neſs with $eart exerciſe, anda living conformity to Ged : 
and obſerve how many imventions they are ſecking out 
tw eaſe their minds, in neglect, if not contempt, of 
this gcod old way ; theſe, and many other things might 
juſtly alirm us al. For let men pleaſe themſelves 
never ſo much with their” refined ſentiments, and a 
hare belief ot the truth ;, yet he who cannot lie, ſays, 
« Becauſe they received not the /ove of the truth, 
&* that they might be ſaved, God ſhall ſend them 
*« 'frong detuftons, that they may believe a lie; thar 
** "they all might bz damned, who believed not the 
*'rruth, bur had pleaſure in unrighicouſneſs”. 2 Theſ, 
2. 10—12, Whar did the counſel of Balaam do, af- 
ter he had ſpoken (many bright trurhs ? Feaſting un- 
der'the name of religion, and carnal embrace, invo]- 
ved Tract in ſuch iniquity, as. Phinebas and other 
princes ſaid, they were not cleanſed from, even when 
fettled in Canaan, altho' there was a plague which - 
ſwept off twenty four thouſand of them, Num. 2 5. 9. 
and 31: 16. Zeſpua. 22. 17. See alſo Rev. 2. 14. 

The apoſtle Paul not only ſays, It is high time to 
awate out of fleep, but he aiſy warns vs againſt this, 
and other ſnares which tend to Jull us to fleep again ; 
for we are told that the word Comaus, which is tranfla- 
ted rioting,in Rom. 13, 13. is with the heathen theGed 


of 
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of feaſts : * And ſurely tharGod whomuſt have i 
ing and kiſſing, upon every day that is ſet a part {Ft 
his worſhip, 4s more properly called Comus than Chriff+ 
or + Lord Peor than Lord Jeſus. 1 doubt nor bit 
many are now drawn #ato theſe ways in their inp/tth: I 
iy, as thoſe were who followed At/alom, when bk 
pretended he was going to pay bis vow wnto the Lovtf 
2 Sam. 15.7, 11. Who then can hold his pe **%# 
der {uch appfchenfions ? No man's ſtation Þ> of? 
but it he diſcovered a turking enemy, or kiadiionf: 
fire ready to ſpread flaughter and deſolarion all aroundy:; 
ought to alarm others of their danger : He, who wouRy: 
excuſe him from guilr, it he negle&ed fo to do &: 
And tho” falle alatins ought nor to be made, yet'#;; 
miſtake in that would be more ealily excuſed, than'- 
neglect ro” give notice of real danger. Therefor": 
none may - juſtly blame ſo weak an attempt as thi! x 
Is, it 1 have truly pointed out any ſoares and dangery: ' 
which ar preſent attend us, that my brethren and fell); 
low morta's were not ſuficiently a ware of before j uy 
for when the apoltle Zude found it needful to we 
unto us, and export us to contend earneſtly for the faith; 
the reaſon he gives therefor is, that there are certain: 
men crept in unawares, who under a Pretence of gr acts.” | 
with great ſwelling words, uſe all their art to cover: 
and gratify the fire of tuſes, which expoleth to te 
juſt vengeance of eternal fire : And he plainly directs:: 
LO one method of help, that is now craitly guarded? 
againſt, namely cloſe and moving addrefles to men'ss; : 
ſouls, for their deliverance from ruin, Atter exhort-3:: 
Ing aints tO a cloſe walk with God, he lays, ** And 
« of ſome have compaſſion, making a difference :-and 7; 


D 2 others t- 
* Vide Dr, Gi on the place, and Mr, Edward” 5 liteand-2 
remains publiſhed 1765, 


+ Baal ſignifies Lord, 
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© True Faith will produce good Works, 


«© others ſave with fear, putling them out of the fire : 
vS ha.ing even the g rment ſpotted by the flip”. He 
had already ſpoken vi dreamers. and here he has a 
plain aluſion ro perſons ia a deep” feep, when, tho' 
they may have fine dreams and notions in their beads, 
yet th- flames are juſt ready to conſume them. Who 
can oſerve this embl-m and no! renounce and deteſt 
that cold, and generalway of ſpeaking upoa the great 
Concerns of eternity, that is ſo muchin_vyogue at this 
day ! John was a burning as well as a Þining li br. 
Some ſenſe of the importance of thele things has 
carried me beyond my firſt deſign ; but now 1 Jeave 
the foregoing and following remarks. both upon our 
miſery and the goſpel remedy, to the readers judg- 
ment, deſiring each one to be as noble as the Bereans 
were, and /earch the ſcriptures daily, whether theſe 
things areſo. If any thing is found to diſagree there- 
with, let it be tejeRted in welcome : but it any /corn 
to regard the truth, he alone muſs bear it, On the 
Other hand, it any ſhall receive the leaſt benefit here- 
by, 'tis hoped-chey will neither neglect ro give all the 


in the goſpel. 
Isaac Backus. 
Mi#adlthorough, 
May 4th 4767. 


glory to God, nor to pray lor their unworthy ſervant - 


a _ 


LEAERERELEIELS 
BB 24S WP - 
WEES ST: 5 


SEEN? 


Faith. wrought with his Works. 


EEEEEEERRERENE LI EEE? 


JAMES 1I.. 22. 


Z&X + OME have thought that there was a 4 
x\ g Ws rence in ſeatiment berweenr Panl | Gt: 
kN A. James, becauſe one inlilts ſo much upon F Jil 
FAS tification by faith without works ; and 3t; © 
other aſſerts - that by works a man. is juſtified, is 
not by faith only. Bur if the ſcope and occaſion Ne 
their writings be duly attended to, this ſeeming a 
tradition. will vaniſh, Pau! laboured chief 
upon laying the foundation of chriſtianity, whit 
Chriſt had not been named ; and ſcarce any ph 
more natural than for fouls when awakned to thi 


to divine wrath ; "fo that the way to appeaſe th iy 
wrath, and obtain God's favour is to keep the I uw: 
therefore he,engageth with ail his might againſt {x1 
{uch notions, and fully proves that nothing: ke 
Chxiſt*s righteouſneſs can juſtify us before Got 
while Zames wrote principally to profeſſors, to i 
them up,and exhorrt them to live agreable to,their pr& 
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* feſſiqn, in the ſeveral places where they were ſcalter- 
ed abroad ; and to expole the abſurdity of pretending 
to_ have taith when it did not produce obedience. 
He puts the queltion, # hat doth it pre fit my brethren, 
tho” a man /iy be bath faith, and bave not work*? can 
faith [ave bim.? That is,- can that be ſaving faith 
which does not bring forth good f:uit; and what 
profit is there in a man's 1aying he has it, when we 
have only his bare- word to prove it-? And he pro- 
ceeds to make this demand, —Shew me thy faith 
without thy. works, and I will hew thee my faith by my 
works 2 From whence it appears that the juſtification 
which he is there upon, is what is evidential, a ſprw- 
3nz and evidencing to others that we have juſtifziag 
faith And toilluftrate the matter he brings in the 
example of the father of the faithtul, ſaying, *was not 
* A-rabam our father juſtiaed by works, when he had 
© off-red 1/auc his ſon upon the altar? Abraham belie- 
© yedGod and it was accounted to him for righteoul- 
nels”, long before that time ; but now the evidence 
thereof, aod of his true regard.co God's authority, 
ſhined forth with peculiar luſture, which I take to be 
the Import of theſe expreſſions, Now 1 know that 
thou feareſt God. Gen. 22. 12. With great propriety 
therefore, is this example introduced fo detect a 
dead faith, and to ſhew the difference between that 
and a living one. | 
The apoſtle would: have us obſerve it well : Seef 
thou bow faith wrought with bis works ? how power- 
fully ir governed his heart and condutt, in tuch atry- 
ing affair. . Yer let us remember, he does not fay, 
« fee how his works produced his fairh” : No, he 
ſers faith as the leading grace, and tells us in 
the next verſe, that zbe ſcripiure was fulfilled 
which ſaith, Abraham believed God, and it was 
imputed" to bim for righteouſneſs. James held to juſtifi- 
| Cation 
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cation by imputed righteouſneſs, as much as Peat 
and on the ocher hand, Pau held ro faith which wor 
keth by love, and makes ſouls caretul ro maintain goofl 
works * as much a$7ames ;, they were ſweetly agreed;.: 
Whac I ſhall furcher attempt irom chis text, a3: 
divine aflifkance may be granted, 18, vo 8 
I, To open the narure « of Faith. * 
II. Shew its powerful influence on the heart and lifs.:; 
II]. How by works it is made pertect. ”- 
I. I ſhall endeavour to open the nature of . thi 
faith upon which- there have been great controvess: 
ſies in our day. And 1 ſhall endeavour to keep elakr+ 
to _e ſcripture account of it, which ſhews plain! * : 
, That Chriſt is the author as well as fiber a Wh 
s 
# 


IN 


our - ich: and that it-is wrought in the ſoul by -tþ 
axceeding greatneſs of God's power. Heb. 12. 2, fl | 
1. 19. nl Fes 
= That the word is the means of it ; Faith come! b; 
by 0: aring,and bearing by ihe word of God. Kom. 10. 14.© 
, That the hearc of man is the ſubjett of ibis r; 
grace : With the beart man believeth, Kom, 10 Ic = 


To this the anſwer is ready, 


4. 1t is the ſubſtance of bing boped for, the nent 


of things not ſeen. Heb. r1. 1. The things hoped fo 
are all the bleſſings which are 5 rooting in the ol 


pel ; grace and glory, and every good thing that! 
God's people need. Faith takes his word for alt 
and by it they appear /ub/tantia! realities to the ſoul; *: 
T he things nat ſeen, comprehend all the affairs of the*: 
inviſible and eternal world, which are revealed in the* 
word ; ſuch as the being and perfeftion of God; his £ 
creating all things out of nothing, and upholding Vo L 


® Gal, 5. 6. Tit 2. 8. © 
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things by the, word of his power z his creating mari 
in his own image , and giving to him a law as the 
rule, 2nd condition of his life ; man's breaking that 
lawgwhereby death and.miſery ate brought vpon the 
world! che docrine of the trinity ; the fon of God's 
undertaking for" us, and - his eg en him our 
nature, wherein. he obeyed and fuftered in our ſtead, 
the juſt for the uojuſt,that he might bring us tcGod ; 
'thehholy Ghoſt's coming ro apply theſe great 'bleſ- 
ſings-z the reſurreftion, general judgment, and the 
furure ſtate of happineſs to the righteous, and miſ-ry 
to the wicked. Theſe and all other macters ot d1- 
vine revelation, faith is the ei rdence of. 

Evidence is todifcover what is otherwite unknown, 
ard to decide controverſies, Now the world by wiſ- 
dom knew not God ; and they ate full of controverſies 
about divine things. But faith takes the divine evi- 
dence as that which is ſufficier.t to end all diſpurrs, 
The believer ſettles the matter there, it God has faid 
It, that is cnough ; for if we recerve 1h: witneſs of 
men, the witneſs of God is greater. Auman teſtimo= 
ny about diſtant things, tho* it ſhouid come trom 
perſons of good credit, yet the things are diſtant and 
invilible to us, and 'we know men may be miſtaken : 
bur the Lord preſents the great things which concern 
our peace in preſent view, to the believing foul. His 
word is Compared to x/a/s, which opens as *it were 4 
window into the eternal world, fo thar when the ſpirit 
takes the-w/il from-our beartt, we all 11h open face, 
bebelding as in a glaſs the glory of 1h Lord, are chan- 
ged into the /ame_image, 2 Cor, 3 16—18, 

Thele plain ſcriptures may teach vs the evil of that 
opinion * that in the firſt a@ of faith'we believe,” that 
which was not true before?. T he objefts were the 


ſame bclote, tho' we did not fee them *till then, And 
tLere 
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there is as little truth in aſſerting et/ the other hand, _; 
« that we have no knowledge of our intereſt in thoſe a 
« bleffingy, in faith, but EATS eff ef; afterwards”. | * 
Indeed. tht gloty of divine objefts engages our firſt il 
attemion /; yet as the firſt entrance of the word gi» | + 
veth light, * it gives the ſoul at the ſame inſtant, |: 
ſome knowledge and enjoyment of the benefits of the - ÞF 
gloriots Sun! 4 and which is greatly confirmed by ##' * 1 Þ 
after effes. , * Theconveyance of the truth ro them #** ©/47 
*« for their relief, as much prevents every motion of ;-7; | 
* their will, as did the divine gracious purpoſe before |: 

the world was”... For the guile of unbeliet lies in this, (5 
that light is come into the world, and men love dart- | 
theſe rather than light : And their eyes have they cls-: - 
fed, lea/t they ſhould ſee and be converted, and healed. 
They are willingly ignorant of the evidence of _ þ 

A d 


truth of God's word, which ſhines in all his works. 
Now how can any ſoul poſſibly be turned herefrom, ; 
tobeheld thelamb of God which taketh away theSin: + 
of the world; \| without any motion of his. will ?7: 
Another miſtake may likewiſe be detefed here, Somme: - 
hold that the faith which unbelievers are condemn'd: 
for the negle# of, is a lower kind of faith, than that;.: 
which is ſaving, | But what is ſaving faith beſide this,” |: 
viz-a receiving with all tbe beart. the witneſs and> 
teſtimony that God hath given us, of eternal li/# in. 
bis Son? 1 Joh. 5. 9—12.: And be that belrevet&:> 
flof God, hath made him a liar, The evidence of + 
this truth ſhines fo clearly as to leave all without ex; + 
«aſc, whodo nbt believe with'al/ their hearts ; while:- 
every ſoul that is made willing. by divine power, tor. 
receive his teſtimony, end fet to his [tel that God 18-2 
true, knows that this faith Fi not of himſelf ; it is ther © 


6 Pal. 119. 130. - 4 Pſal. 84. 11. Mah, 4. 2. 
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gift of God; * wh is worthy to be obeyed as well 


as truſted for ever. Which leads vs, 

IE” To cobſider the powerful influence of faith on 
the heart and lite.” See/? thou how faith wrought with 
his wzrks * how it moved him to ready: obedience. 
When the command came, ** Take now thy, fon, thine 
«only fon .T/agc, whom ahou' loveſt, and,get thee 
* into the Jand of Moriah; and offer him there for 
«a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which 
«© T ſhall tell thee" of”? ! F 4braham knew it ro be 
God's call, and that was enough ſor /him ; he never 
itands ro confer wirh ch and blood, nur” to fay, © 1 
*« amin a juſlificd ſtare, and” thererore I ſhall be fa- 
« vedil 1 do'not comply with ſo ſurprizingand trying 
* a command”, No, tho* there never was a com- 
man which nature might form mete: p!aufible pleas 
againſt than this ; yct he, makes no delay, bur riſeth 
carly in the morning, prepares for the journey and 
goes three" Gays travel'to the appointed place, for the 
heart rending work ; and there, with upſhaken reſo- 
lation heprocceds in his obedience, until a yoice from 
heaven gave him a releaſe from facrificing hisTon, and 
ſaid, Now 'T know tht thou” feareſt Gid, ſeeing 
thou haſt not wit held thy ſon, thine cnly ſan from me, 
Gen. 22.' 1—12, 

® Come precious ſouls, attend Here and Tearn what 
that Zear 2 God is, which is ſooften enjoined and. re- 
commended in f{c:ipture : ic. is not that dreed that, 
Moves many to work like /aves tor fear of puniſh-._ 


ent} but it's a neble®7egard "to God which flows” 


ig vary with him, abd Faithin him, where-" 
oy ihe faint views him as wortby to be obeyed with 
all ou” powers, andthat noching'is too dear to be given 

IJ G Z y. "7 © = 
up # bis commapd., Suck. is.the nature and influence, 
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of true faith. - Thereare three things in faith high! 
power{ully excite to obedience, and guard againſt alt 
the ſnares of ſin; The believing ſoul views the. pres: 
cept to be true/and excellent, theretore to be obeyed 3 
the promiſe to be lure and ſufficient, therefore he ſhal 
be /upported; and fauh preſents eternal thing 28 neck 
and real, therefore to be regarded without delay, Anc 
if we carefully obſerve, we ſhall find hat in theſe ar 
the main ſprings of ob:dience, and that the contrary+ 
1s the root- of all miſchief. 
t, The foul by faith views and eſteems all God's 
precepts concerning-}all things to be /ure, right, an 
excellent, therefore ever to be. 2beyed. P/al: 93 5 & 
and 119. 128, The contrary of this was. the main. 
ſnare that drew our firſt parents. into diſobedienc Kb: 
God had given them, a law, and declared " that.in the; * 
day they broke it, they ſhould ſurely die: but the ſeri 
pentr reſented that command unreaſonable, and {aj 
ye Bail not ASTON die it ye brake.it; and to him the : 
hearkned, and rebelled againſt God.” And tho' ma 
ny of their children deny. their . being ſinners by nay 
ture ; yet they might be juſtly challenged to producg 
one of them all, who does not_natura!ly conceit, tha | 
the plain letter of God's law is hard and ſevere, an 
that if they break it, yet the full penalty will nor ok 
place upon them. Nay what leſs than this, 13 4m 
ed in all their objections azaioſt the doQrines of abſo 
Jute and certain falvatior: in Jeſus alone ? Repreſey: i 
ing as tho' theſe doftrites would kinder obedieng 
All ſach objeQions carry ſuch language as this in them 
namely, that, men do. not view the divine Jaw to dg 
true and excellent, nor. the Jawgiver to be worthy of 

all honor and regard; no, but ſince he has. got 
power in.his'-hands, we muſt make the beſt terms wit 
him we can, leſt he all upen us and deſtroy [8 
E 2 
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»tho? if we were oncecertainthat wewere ſecure there- 


fram;'we would rake our eaſe, and live as we lit. 
O aſtoniſhing ! Is this the dignity. of human nature. 


that we hear ſo much of ! We all know that what, 
we love, nnd haye a great eſteem of, we purſue after 
znd delight in, without being drove to it by terrors, 
. or puniſhments : yea, we will purſue after it tho! ter- 
rors and dangers ſhould ina? againſt us, and fill 
hope to eſcape the danger, ang to enjoy the objeRt of 
our defircy : Thus the cov ſon es after, 
his beloyed gains, the ambitious man after his honors, 
and 'the luxyrioys man after his pleaſure ; and not- 
withſtanding the curſes of the law are levelled diget- 
ly againſt him, he ſecretly hopes to eſcape the 
laſh of rhem,which hope is ſuppor.ed by unbelief. So 
Moſes deſcribes the roof that beareth gall and worm- 
00d, as being one who heareth the words of the cure, 
yet bleſſerh himſelf in his heart ſaying, I ball have 
ace, tho" I walk in the imagination of mine heart. 
ut. 29. 19. 
Every ſoul which ryns on in fin, is ſome way of 
other blinded about the rruth and verity of Ged's 
' Jaw ; but the believer views his teſtimanies to be ver 7 
ſure, 'and that holineſs becomes his hoſe for ever, 
which engageth him to walk in all the commandments, 
and ordinances of the Lord blameleſs; and he is 


— ſtrengthned therein. 

2 By viewing the promi/e to be ſure and ſufficient, 
and haves" Bb ro be ſupported in "Abate 
that God calle him to. This is one peculiar glory of 
the goſpel pla, that a full ſupply of help is provided 
© and promiſed to enable the ſaint to go thro' every du- 
_ iy, the precept enjoins upon him: ' Is he called 
to go thro rongh ways, then his hoes ſhall be iron 
and bre/r, and as his day ir his frength fball be, 1s 


he 
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he affaylted with teniptation? The Lord ſays, iy 
grace is ient for thee ; yea, he fays to ar tay 
[oyraryt wh ow m—_ Mts fo ole thy: 
» that they boldly ſay, t rd is ne 
will not fear whot 4 ſball do nay, Hb: 3- $66, 
A believing view of cheſe and other exceeding gria 
and precious promiſes, gives the ſaint a participat 
of ſuch divine ſypplies as enables him to be edFx 
and unmoveable, always abounding in the work of FFe 
Lord, foraimuch as he knows that his lair 
is not in vain in the Lord. | 2 Pet 1.\s. 

:x Cor. 15. 58. While thouſands and ten thoyſaz# 
» who have $24 fome ſight of the danger of a ( ml 

courſe, ſoas 19 bring GE to reſolve ro lead & 1 vo 
| life ; yer have fainted in the way, and oY reaſor;. + 


difhculries without, and ſtruggles within, have "give 
up the cauſe and turned again to their old ways, if-w 
into worſe condut than before. . Alaſs! what myiti- 
tudes of old, deſpiſed the pleaſant land, which 66 
had omiſed to 1/rael, becauſe they believed nokh 
word : * and tho' they could nor deny but it w4s 
| good and; yet they imagined that flrength of theth 
mies and the heighthof their walls, were a ſufficient$; 
againſt their proceeding any further, anda goodre#! 
for their turning back into the wilderneſs; 1 @ 
God's awful judgment their carcaſes fell. Andy: 


tave abundant evidence that the record of their 
ſtands as a loud and conſtant warning to us all, rag) 
the more carne /# heed to the things which w by Ki 
heard in the goſpel, leaſt any man fall after the;{t; 


example of unbelief + WE 
Natural men purſue a ſcparare intereſt of they © 

ia all theydo ; ore they muſt ſupport them{iiver 
and their cauſe ; but all that are recanglles a4 Fa 


* P/al 106, 24. Pſal. g5. & Heb. 2, 3 43 : 
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become one with hims in intereſt and end ; hence th 

0, not go a warfare, againſt the world fleſh and devil, 
at their own.charges.; but have truth it ſelf engaged 
to ſupply all their needs, which ſtrengthens them to 
Come boldly to the throne of grace, that they. may 0b- 
tain help in time of need. * This diſtintion is very 
confpicuous in the ſpies. which Mzſes ſent to view che 
brogiſed land ; altho' thetrue, and the falſe ſpies both 
had a fight of the ſame walls and enemies, yet how 
different is their language ? Theone lays, /e are well 
able to overcome them ; but the other ſaid, Fe be 
not able : And the cauſe of this difference/in judgment 
is. quite plain; The falſe ſpies formed their conclu- 
fonby computing what proportion/there was between 
their own ſtrength, and that of the enemy ; white the 
true ones viewed the infinite diſproportion there . was 
& between Jehovah, by whoſe direQion they ated, and 
on whoſe promiſe they truſted, and all thoſe all 
worms which others-were ſo much frightned at ; and 
this view made them plead. with T/rae/ not to rebel 
againſt the Lord, neither fear the people of the land, 
for, ſay they, they are bread for us; their defence is 
departed from them, and the Lord is with us : fear 

them not. Num. 13.30, 31. & 14. 9. But the con- 

gregation refuſed to hear, and believe this noble teſtj- 
mony,. and O, how dreadful were the conſequences ! 

6 Look back, my ſou], with holy dread, A 

« And view thoſe antient rebels dead ; 

* Atrexd the offer'd grace to day, 

& Nor looſe the. bleſſings by delay. 

«. Seize the kind promile while it waits, 
.* And march to Zton's heavenly gates ; 

« Believe, and take the promis'd reſt; 

«6. Obey, and be for ever bleſt”, - + © 


The 
* Phil. 4. 19« Heb. 4. 16, + JFatts in thegsth Pſalm 
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* The truth we'are upon ſhines with peculiar lukte. 
inthe example'of apother ancient patriarch, Zaigb 
upon his return from Padan Aram with his famj 8, 
heard that his, angry brother was coming to meet ttm, 
with four hundred men, which filled him with gia 
concern /; and what can he do with his feeble, combs- 
ny ? why, he makes his addreſs to his heavenly trig 
(as well as improves the beſt means within bis,pora 
tor relief Yand fays,,O Gad of. my father Abr abc 3: | 
and God of my father Tſacc, the Lord which ſaid i#- 
ty me, return unto thy country, and 1 will deal wth 
with thee: Tam not worthy of the, leaſt of all he 
ziercies, and truth, which thou haſt ſhewed unto 7 
ſervant —Deliver me, 1 pray tlee, —thau Jaid'/i if, 
will ſurely dz thee good. Gen, 22. 9—12..0 8; 


friends, here is an example for us all !_and may 3 
duly regard ir, Here precept and promile are (w Ih 
ly united, which ſatan is ever trying to ſe 4 
as he did. in his, temptation. to our” Saviour, whentis 
brought the promiſe of being borne up by angels : ty 
left out the clauſe, in all thy ways, which. reſpdts 
the ways that God has direQed us to walk in, Thy 
he often tempts ſouls to preſume upon being_upheh 
by divine promiſe, .tho' in, a way.of dilregard of +". 
vine rule. . But. Zacob could appeal to what:God ha} 
ſaid, tor the warrant of his condud, as well as Es 
the ſupport of his cauſe ;_ yet heis far from pleadyyy. 
apy deſerving of his own; he ſecs that he isnot worthy 
of the leaſt mercy; at the ſame. time be believes th L mw 
God - istrue, and” there he. fixzth bis claim. IF i 
ſoid'ſt I xill Jurely do thee good 5: and. with humbÞ, ; 

boldneſs, he would hold. him to. his word, and: ſay 
will not let thee g9, except thou bleſs me,.,' And | b I, 
bleſſing he had with a wirneſs ; anda new name, wht 


ignifies that, as ,a Prince he prevail d with Gtx, 
6 _ . : * 4 & 
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Come all you who ſay, that the belief of mercies be- 
ing ſure to us, will make us careleſs in our c6ndudt + 
dare you ſtill confront heaven? For ſo long as this 
and other ſuch like ſacred records remain tfue, all 
ſuch objeQors will be found liars, and their ſpecch 
nothing worth. Ar the ſame time, this inftance 
ſhews what a dead, vain thing, that pretended faich 
is, which does not influence men's heerts, and go- 
vern. their behavior. - Seeſt thou how Jacob's faith 
' moved his ſoul toplead and wrefle all night for pro- 
miſed bleſſings x and likewiſe dihgently ro uſe the 
beſt means'he could, ir! order to obtain the deliv.r- 
an E he wanted 7 Theſe are the fooefeps 1 the flock, 
which we-muſt go ferib by, if we would find reſt to 
our ſouls.. A further contirmationof our doctrine is, 
3. That faith views eternal things as fear and real; 
therefore to be regarded without delay. What mul- 
tirudes are there, where' the goſpe} ſhines, who do 
not pretend to deny the i ance of k 7 p69 that 
ſtill neg/et- the great ſalvation ? Fhe chief cauſe of 
j which, is that the objects of ſenſe, 'and things of 

E | time, appear to' then as preſent realities ; while that 

| 


falvation'is to them a diſtant uncertainty And there- 
fore to part-with preſent honors, riches or pleaſures, 
be” >, for things which chey know not, they will not do, & 
| long 'as they can help it. Thus they are williogly 

blinded by the God of thts world, leaſt the light of ibe 
©. > - "goſpel ſhould ſhine unto them : but when ' whb 
2 MW CY to ſhine our of darkneſs, ſhines 
Fi ints=the tearr;*' then all rhings appear juſt the re- 
verſe ; (he glories of this worid are ſeen to'be wncer- 
tain, vexatious vanities, and ſpiritual things to be pre- 
ſent,and glorious realities, By faith Moſes refuſed all 
the glittering charms of Pharaod's court, and choſe 
bt 


- 


* 


* 2 Gn, +» 4, ©. 4 
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fo take his Jot with God's offlied people ; for he; 941 
the pleaſures of fin were but for @ ſhort ſeaſon ; yea HF 
efteemed reproach for Chriſt to be greater riches thigh: 
the treaſures in Egypt; for be bad reſpe untothe t#X } 
compenſe of the reward. * Faith preſents the great whit; 
throne in view, and gives the foul (as it were, }# 
hear the awful and glorious ſentence from thejudgey 
mouth, which ſhall reward every man according*ts 
his works t and this moves the ſaint 't6 aft now,:8- 
every one will wiſh they had ated when theſe his 
vens ſhall be no more : yea, and he finds thati4y 
keeping God's commands-there is great reward. 
And as faith guards againſt the a/lurements, ſeit 
does alſo againſt the terrers of the world and the we-" 
vil. By faith Moſts forſook Egypt 4 led forth Ita; 
from ' their cruel maſter, not fearing his wrath, 536) 
one of rhe greateſt of earthly Kings, for be endured,#i 
ſeeing bim who is inviſible. God reproves his pee 
ſmartly by the prophet, that they ſhould be"afrais 
a man that ſhall die, and forget the Lord their maz 
Iſai. 52. 12, 13. A believing view of him, was fas 
a ſhield tro Damel's three friends, againfl the ragg-f 
another monarch, who had ſpread terror thro*:3ke 
world, that they could boldly cell him to his Bp, 
thar' they were no? careful to anſwer him in a matt? 
in - which he commanded, what their God fortgs: 
and that they \wou!d not obey him therein ; no, tat: 
withſtanding a fery ſtrnace was ſet before «themy:-2; 
the penalty of fuch diſobedience, Dan. 3. 16:32 
Theſe truths are {o weighty, «nd "ſo delightful, i 
I ſcarce know how to leaye them ;*tho' it may be tm; 
thar I come, | SEM 
I'T. To confider how by works, faith is made $4- 
fet + and I underſtand rwo thipge by it, Wi 
F 


® Hb. Ih. 2427, 
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.I;, That hereby the perfeR, or excellent nature of 
faith. 13 made manifeſt : So the word made is ſometimes 
uſed ; as by Peter on the day of penticolt : Let all 
the houſe of Iſrael know aſſuredly, that God bath made 
that ſame Jeſus, whom you have crucified, bots Lord 
ard Chriſt, Adts 2. 36. Thar is be hath made it ma- 

W- or (as. another text has it ) declared bim 10 be 
the ſon of God with power, So. here, by works faith is 
made - perfe&t, as its excellent. nature is manifeſted 
thereby. 

2. By exerciſe it grows 1 z it is compared to a grain, 
of muſtard ſeed which grows to a great tree :.Sothe. 
Juſt who live by faith, wall in the _ path which 45 4; 
the ſhining tight, that ſhineth more and ' more unto the 
perfef? day, Prov. 4. 18. Both of theſe, were emi- 
nemly true in Abraham : the pertc@ nature of his 
faith was made mienifeſt, 'ſo that heaven bore teſtimo- 
ny ghereto ; and alſo this trying exerciſe, greatly en- 
creas dit. Many weighty leſſons might be drawn 
hs theſe obſervations : I would touch upon a few. 

Heace ice how unreaſonable. and falſe, all the 

Ce are, againſt the dodrines of free grace, and 
being ſaved by faith, which would repreſent them as 
Ions to the intereft of morality z when it is clear- 
p proved, that faith 3 in Chriſt for righceouſneſs and 

rength, 1s the very principle from whence all good 
works flow z.yea, and truth it ſelf ſhews, that without 
it we can no more bear good fruit, than the branch 
can be fruitful «5M union, and communion with 
the vine, John. 15. 15. 

Let (amazing 20 think of! ) the ſc;iptore is -not 
fuller of proofs for theſe doctrines, than the world is, 
of. oppoſition againſt them z but if we. examine care- 
fully, we ſhall find, that what is ſaid againſt the doQ- 
rjpes of grace, proceeds chiefly from the ſame quarter, * 
that 


2B "yd *; 
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that the falſe prophets dreams did of old, nam 2 
the deceit of thetr own bearts, We may often. wy 


z}f their works, did nothing towards Wot 
them to divine favour, they would never do #ii} 
more. Such Janguags, has often reminded me+x 

Solomon's remarks, that when bs that is a fool eel; 
keth by the way, his wiſdom faileth bim, and be Jo 2 | 


can a man expreſs, than chis's 4 Such language, hok 
forth plainly, that alltheir delight is in fn, and thete: 
fore it they were once delivered from fear of the cam 
ſequeace, they would indulge their Juſts without co1 
troul, with all their might : and that as to their pig 
tended good works, /elf is the ſpring and end of thei 
all ; ſo that if /elf was but ſecure they would not cat: 
what became of God's honor, or others welfare ; aj 
on the other hand, if /e/f might nor lay'in ſome claryy; 
for the ſervices t they do for God, they would quit 
the tedious buſineſs. (-# 

This folly is dreſt up in opr day, with all the fi | 
language, that many of the wiſe men of this - wort 
are maſters of ; who, with great pretences of reaſtx 


«© make as bold with the bible, ( as to the goſpel Fc; 
« thereof ) 25 one of the ſenate houſes ſometimes dp.. 


« with & bill ſent them trom the other, i. E. 
« faulrs,and make amendments,only to clog cheſanks! 
« and render it obſcure and intricate, that fo it mix. 
« ſink at jaſt” * But before men venture fo far Sp | 
ſpeak evil of thoſe things ,wkich they know not, they kd! 
better come down to things that they do Know: andr\ 
they would give fuch adelcription of their ſenrimen#;, 
about what is good ceconomy in their own family i, 
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as they do about Chriſt's family, there would be no | 
great danger of their ſubveriing whole houſes, as they 
often do. Let” one of theſe Toftors come our, and 
tell the world, that * He has got a very affefionate 
« and faithful wife, and the way (he is kept fo, is by 
« a conſtant fear of being divorced and puniſhed, if 
«ſhe ſhould embracea falſe lover ; and that he has 
*© no other way to keep her if good order, but only 
* by holding her in /u/pence about his unſhaken love 
** to her” : Or that ** he has got an excellent and | 

* obedient fon, and the way he is kept fo, is by fre- 


« quently threatning to diſinherit him, if he does n-t 

&« hehave well; and that he is forced<to hold his 

* ſon always in doubt, about ever enjoying his fa- 
"** ther's eſtate ;, in order to Keep him in good ſub- 

*« jection to his commands”. Now when they can 
convince us, that this is the beſt fort of ceconomy in | 
a human family, then poſſibly we may believe, that - 
FENNS has a hurtful tendency ; and that it is not - 
[t, for Chriſt to grant the requeſt of his ſpouſe, 

when ſhe cries, Set me as a ſeal upon thine beart : — 
for love is firong as death, jealouſy is as cruel as the 

prave. * Tho' as long as we believe that God knew 
i beſt what has a good tendency, who ſays, of our-ſpi- 
'2 Titual David, If his children forſake my laty, and walk 
| not in my judgments, then will I viſit their tranſgreſſions 
with the rod, nevertbeleſi, my loving kindneſs will T not 
utterly take from bim, nor ſuffer niy fuitbſulneſs to fail. 
And that he is willing more abundantly to ſhew unto 
the heirs of promiſe 1h: immutibility of bis counſel, that 
'they might have frong conſolation : + ſo long we mult 
deteſt and abhor all ſuch teachings as would repre- 
ſent, that the knowledge.of God's unchanging. love 
in Chriſt Jeſus, is of a dangerous tendency. 


Let 
F Cant. 8,6. Pal. 89. 30—33. + Heb. 6. 17, 18- 


« And every man that hath 7his hope in him, purifieth/ 

« himſelf, even as he is pure”, ® This reſtimony;3 : 

diematrically oppoſite to the modern notions -of mx 

hy, in two points : one is, that -many will lay, «Fr 

« you are ofſured, you are got beyond hope”: bet 

7obn calls a knowing that we ſhall have the beatife: 

viſion, this bop? : and tho? he does not aſſert that zh 

, ſaints have this Knowledge ; yet near the cloſe 

this experimental epiſtle, he does ſay, * Theſz thingy 

** have | writrenunto you that believe on thename ef: 

** the ſon of God'; that ye may Know that ye hake: 

; « erernal life””, + Which is as plain as words can ex 
preſs, that all true believers may know, that they haves 

erernal life. The ther point is, the effe&t of thts 

. knowledge. How often have we heard it declares; 

that if a perſon ** knows he ſhall goto heaven, tits 

** will make him careleſs about his condu&t”. Ama 

yet 7ohn aſſerts, that every man that hath this Dope 3+ 

him, purifieth bimfelf : and aims at nothing lefs than, | 

to be pure ev2# @s Chriſt i*pure, And nowwho ſhall we, 

credit ? him that wrote by inſpiration of God,or they: 

that ſpeak and write according to the wiſdom of this: 

world ? Surely we muſt give in to the apoſtles cor 
cluſion, Let God be true, and every man a Har. 

Therefore, 2. Hence learn the reaſon why al 

ſin is ſummed upin unbelief, both by Chriſt and tz 

apoſtles, John 16 9. Rom. 3. 9 & 11. 32. Gal. 

22, The more we look into things truely, the mos 
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clearly we ſhall find it to be ſo. Truth abundantly 
declares that God is the fountain of all good and hap- 
pineſs. Now, was this believed, by precious ſouls, 
could they purſue a courſe contrary to him, in order 
to obtain happineſs ? Our Savior. ſhews, that one 
ſoul is worth more than this world, and that if a 
man ſhould gain the whole world, and looſe his own 
fort, he would have a dreadful bargain of it. —If this 
was credited as a reality, could men poſſibly neglect 
their ſouls for earthly crifles, as moſt of them do ? 
Solomon ſays, The getting of treaſures by a lying tongue, 
i'a vanity toſſed 10. and fro of them that ſeek death, * 
Were-thjs viewed as truth, by any that take falſe avd 
deceitful ways to get wealth, ic would be like the 
drawn ſword Þ to one of old, who loved ibe wages of 
wnrighteouſneſs, he fell before it. I have ſome where 
ſeen this remark, that of all tranſgreſſors, the drunk- 
ard may ſeem to have the moſt reaſon to ſay, he can- 
not help gratifying his Juſt : yer preſent him with 
. the fineſt bowle of liquor, and then let him know, 
that there is a doſe of poiſon in the bottom of it, he 
will nottake it. Now truth it ſelf warns him not 
to look upon the wine when it is red, when it giv- 
eth his colour in the cup ; becauſe,a ite laſt it buieth 

like a ſerpent, and-ftingeth like an adder. 
as to uncleannelſs, where is the mariner, let him 
 beever lo weary, that would lie down upon. the 
yielding wave, or think to take his reſt upon the op 
of a maſt ? yer the oracles of God give this as a juſt 
emblem of him that yields to the harlots embrace. | 
Yea and alſo likens him to the ox that goes to the 
bang hier, and a bird that hafteth to the ſnare, and know- 
eth not it is for his life. And it we (like Ezekiel) 
- <66xþþ urn 


. Prov. 21, 6. + Num. 22. 31. $ Prov. 23. 3l. 3+. 
| Prov. 23. 34 & 7. 22. 2 
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turn yet_again, we ſhall ſcegreater abominations thats. 
theſe, in the falſe ſwearer, He is afraid of lofing.. 
ſomething of earth ; or, of -meeting with ſhame ant; 
puniſhment from men, and what will he do ? wht 
he will deny the truth and appeal to heaven to. con: 
firm that, which God and his own conſcience know: 
19 falſe ; which reminds me of a paſſage in fir Francs: 
Bacon, to this effe&, that < The liar ads the part is 
| *« a bravads towards God, but of a coward towardi:: 
| * men; for he faces God, but ſbrinks from men ' oy 
Be ye aſtoniſhed O ye heavens at this ! wel 
| This again brings to mind a maxim, whichpeop 214 
| often ofe viz © Of too evils chuſe the leaſt”. Now: # 
| Y there is the evil of fn, and the evil of afli4ios : ont 
is againſt God, the other affe&s our ſelves ; and Jelf* 
generally carries the day, ſo.that Elibu's words are i 
| more jultly applicable, even to moſt profeſſors in out; 
| day, than they were to Fob and' his friends :—Take 
heed, regard not iniquity 7 for this baſt thou choſen ras" 
tber than affii Zion, Job. 36. 21. Whereas thoſe that 
« live by faith, now as well as formerly, chuſe to en 
dure the trial of cruel mockings, and ſcourgings, bon 
and impriſonments ; yea to be floned, ſawn aſunder, 
{lain with the ſword : or to wander about in ſheep ſing; * | 
akd goat ſkins,” being d:ftitute, afflifted, tormented, ra 
ther than accept deliverance upon-any fioful terms... 4 1-3 
Heb. 11. 35. 37. And did the ambitious man be+* - | 
ſieve, that all men's hearts are in the hand of the” -- 
Lord, and ' that he ſpeaks the truth when he an J 
Them that boner me, } will honor ; and they that deſpiſe *% E 
me, ſhall be lighily eſteemed ; * would *% take ii 
contrary way to obtain honor ? 
And what ſhall we ſay of hypocrites ? They draw”; 
near to God with their mouth, and honor him winds 
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3 their lips ;, but bave removed their beart far from him. * 
F They are very ſtrict in ſome outward forms of wor- 
ſhip, and generally add ſome precepts of men to divine 
ioftirution, They come and /it, lometimes before x 
| | good miniſter, and if be js cloquent, his preaching is 
1 10 them, as a very lovely ſong, and they will praiſe the 
ſpeaker and his words, but they do them nat : for with 
their mouth they ſhew much love, but their heart goeth 
after thr coveleouſne)s : f fo that they will turn a/ide 
the juſt for a thing of naught ; devour widow's bouſes, 
and are full of extortion and exceſs ; F yet will make 
long prayers, and have many religious prelences, and 
cry, 1s not the Lord among us ? none evil can come up- 
en us," || They do not new that Chriſt 18 13 them, 
the bope of glcry © but might now the contrary ; 
yet upon a negazzve propolition, they form, a Poſitive 
W. concluſion, he 

F- Obſcrveic well, they do not by faith truſt i= Chriſt ; 
-”” get will they lean upon him, and ſay, Is not the Lird 
| among us? The world's religion is built upon nega- 
!, —zives ; but when the Lord's ſervabcs openly point 
| | "= out to. them their abominatiohs, and warn them of 
,.j\,, the dreadful conſequences thereof,” they will watch 
\ © for iniquity ; make a man an offender fer a word, and 
ry @ ſnare for bim that reproveth in the gate! + and 
tho* the beads of Zion judge for reward, the priefts 
gegeb for bire, a'"d tbe propbets divine for monty ; 
| yet becauſe the Lord's name and worſhip is among 


them, they will not hear to any ſuch thingy bur for 

all they are To much againſt cerzainty inreligion ; they 

now poſitively contradift the warning, ink ſay, none 
evil can come upon us. Ah | were they once convinced 
| | of 
,” 4 29. 13. Mat. 15. 8, 9. + Ezek. 30. 31, 22. 
= 29. 21, | Mat. 23.14 25 4 Mich. 3. 11, 

: L a7 + 1/ai, 29, 20. 21, _ | Micab 3.11. 
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bf the truth ; ſinners in Zion would be ſoon afrat4+. 
Jearfulneſs ſhall ſurprize OR tt. 
Time would fail, to ſpeak of rhe evidence that ap+ 
pears from every quarter, of unbelicf*s being the Tek 
of all evil. The wages of all JS is death, F whiz: 
comprehends the ruin both of foul and body, for tir 
and eternity. T þts is what. every Ginner is at wer! 
for, as much as one that is hired is at work for * 
Wages : It 1s what he earns, and juſtice will give wy 
his due, ,Come up then, you that fay, * If our 5A 4 
*«« works do nothing towards procuringGod's fayour, ? 
{. willdo no more, ” Did you believe that the wap 
of your bad works is death, and that you' earn he#t; 
by every (in you commit ; could you run on to ab8k 
tne goodneſs of God, and treafure tp wrath with 
your (elves as you do ? Rom. 2.4, 5%, - *% 
Methinks I hear ſome ſay, We are far from © 
*« nying theſe plain truths, and rules ; bit there 54@- 
* certain dor1hes taught by ſome, which do'a work © 
* of miſchief, Ay, what are they? why one: $9 . 
© That all mankind. are fallen undone finhers, #3 © 
* cannot help theoyſelves in the leaſt; hence "rigs 
'« many mouth's # cant help my. felf; and fo th 
*« on in {in*?... | w_ +5 
Anſwer, ] knw T have heard:it-from many moufis 
who yet, when death and eternity have been mhade 5 
appear realittes before them, have talked quite oth 
/apguage : for then they would ery, ** O if Godawiit 
«++ ſpare my life, I will never live as I have done; - 
Which demonſtrates that they do not really ſee, this 
they can do nothing, bur only would ward off” coy 
viction by that pretence. Do you'think the be 
with an iſſue of blood, who had ſuffered many thitt! 
of many phyſicrans, and _ ſpent all that ſhe be; 
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and was nothing better, but rather grew worſe ; way 
hindered by 2 ſenſe of her he/ple/5 caſe, from coming 
to. Jeſus for a free cure? * Our Lord gives the rea- 
ſon of his being diſregarded, yea rejefted by the Fews 
thus, T hey that are whole need not the phyſician, but 
they that are ſick. 4 Had they believed the prophets 
teſtimony, | Fhat their whole head was fick, and 
their whole heart faint ; that there was no ſoundneſs 
in them, they would not have r:jeted our glorious 
phyſician as they did. Indeed the contrary opinion, 
was the very Cauſe thereof ; they thonght that the 
Mefſfah would teach them fone Forther ood things, 
that they might" do to inherit eternal life :< ba 
when he proclaimed liberty ro them from captivity 
and bondage, this gave gfeat offence, aud they faid we 
be Abraharn's ſe-d, and were never in bondage ; how 
yell thou, we ſhall be made free? C 
= This doftrine is fo far from being injurious to good 
doings, that the contrary conceit is the main ſupport of 
finners and hypocrites, in all their bad doings in this 
world; For fo lovg as men think, thatto gratify their 
"carnal inclinations in pleafure, and libetty, they wilt 
-be upon their guard againſt any attempts rhatare made 
. to turn them therefrom ; and will look upon all that 
make ſuch attempts as enemies to-their liberty, and 
happineſs ; and it'they cannot deny but the conſequens= 
ces will be dreadful hereafter ; "yet ſo Tong as they 
think they can. turn when they pleaſe, they will pur 
it off til a more convenient ſeaſon. Whereas if they 
were, once convinced that they are captives in the 
worf# of //avery, and that nothing but almighty | grace 
can deliver them, they would | be in haſte for delive- 
rance 
®* Mark 5. 26 29. + Luk.'s. 31, |} 1fa. 1 5. 6. & Mat.19. 
b_.. 10,” vs 10 bo & 18. is. " $ry Py 28, Jotn 
 - 8.33 | A 24. 25. Plaly 40. 2. Ifai. 51. 14. 
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rance from the horribJe pit. Solomon ſaw the img- 
dent harlot, encourage herfelf, and entice others: tc 
take their #// of luſltul loves, wah this plea; that\4 ke | 
had juſt paid her v2ws, and had more peace offers: 
with her, So God fays to thoſe who had de? 4 
themſelves even unto bell T heu art wearied init 
greatneſs of th yy way ; yet ſard/t thou not, T het: 1s 
no hope. 'Tho' they were got ſo near to hell in FA | 
condutt, they ſtill hoped to eſcape ruin there | 3 5 
what was his hope built upon * why, the 7 St of t þ1 
hands ; this guarded them againſt being gr #) 
all their abominations. "The Lord: proceeds. to q: £ 
T will declare thy righteouſneſs, and thy works! ay 
they ſhall not profit thee. For lays he, / dwell, —1 
him that is of a contrite and humble ſpirit, Hae: y; 
9, 10. Ie. 15. In the next chapter ihe proph 
commanded to lift up his voice lite a trumpet to þ ; | 
the bouſe of Jacob their ſins ; even lins which” Fife | 
covered under an enquiry after juſtice, and a plea$ 778 
pretence af much deyorian ; and he ſhews them, iy T | 
the pleaſure which they found therein, was a'ple oh NS 
conceit that God was indebted to them for theſe; id. - 
ings. Behold! ye exad all your labours | Andths 72 
cauſe he did not own their accounts, nor make tt 
ſuch returns as they exp:&ed, they complained[h hid 
faid, HY herefore have we faſted and t hou jeeſt KY 
have afflited our ſoul, and thou takeſt no knowled i! : 
Tho'. he did know at the ſame time that they digs; 
looſe the bands of wickedneſs, nor undo heaty tt 
dens, and let the uppreJed go ſree : did not deal 5% 
bread to the bungty, nor cloaths to the naked, 1A 
8. 1-6. A 
0 Theſe are God's declarations concerning his 


ples righteouſneſs, which is done by the Ufe Y, 
G 2 batt 


F 


+ Prov. 7 14 18. 
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hands ; and it all comes to much the ſame with the 
doings of our firſt parents, after they had got the 
Enowledge that was forbidden ; it js to cover their na- 
hedneſs, and to hide even from God. Yea he ſays, 
they ſeek deep to hide their counſels from the Lord, 
Iſai. 29.15. That it may not be known what the true 
nature and ſprings of their ations are. This ſhould 
Pur 2s all upon cloſe confideration, Great profcfſi- 
vns of love in word and in tongue,are the polite mode 
of our-days ; but as to /ove indeed an4 in truth, by 
giving to the deſtitute thoſe things which are need- 
Ful for the body ; or to lay downour lives for the bre- 
thren, how little of that is to be found? Here men 
have many plauſible coverings, * tho': John ſays, 
Flow dwelleth the love of God in him? 4 Paul was 
one bid under as good a covering as any of theſe ; 
yet when divine light ſhined into his heart, he coun- 
red all his doings and poſſeſſions but /o/+, and dung, 
"for the excellency of the knowleage of Chriſt Tejus ; 
that he might be found in him, nat having his own 
righteouſneſs, but the righteoujneſs of God by faith. 
And he warns Chriſt's flock to þewgre of thole who 
taught in the contrary way, as being dogs and evil 
workers, Yet this was ſo farfrom making him care- 
- Jeſs about his behaviour, that he direftly renounce: h 

the. notion of reſtjng'in what he had already obtained, 

and aſſerts that he was . reaching and preſſing after 

perfef holineſs, Phil, 3. 2 8,—16. This ſhews the 

genuine effefts of faith in Chriſt alone for righteoul- 

neſs and flrength, 6 


Another 


*.*. And ſome who hive no need, complain of want, 

« To thoſe whoſe bread they know to be but ſcant ; 

« Leaſt they ſhould ſomething from their hands expe&t 
<< And fo by hing, cover their negle&,”, | Wrizht 


4 Jams2 15. 16.1 Joh. 3. 16,—18, 
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Another difrrine which many think has a badis; 
dency, is that of perſonal leflion ;, becaulet : 


hear ſinners fay, & If 1 am eleQed I ſhall be far 
and on they run in all abomigations... OO | 
But this is doing axa®ly as the devil wou:'d bive © 
them, even not to be/teve nor regard, thoſe. things 
which are revealed that belong to us ; but to prejii 
upon the ſecret things that br'eng to God. * a 
he would have had our Savior preſume upon the /e#/ 


q Se . 
A424 hab 


ſupport of angels, by caſting himſelf down fre 114/t 
pinnacle of the temp/e, without any regard to the $BY: 

that divine revelation has direted us to walk a; 
Chriſt's anſwer proves, that to uſe the ſcripture tx; 1 
to tempt God; and not to truſt in him, VL. 
leon js as expreſly taught as anydodrine i the 

bible ; yet jt has been dreſt tm ſuch a form, inks 
times, that many ſtart at the mention of it, as log a 
they would at one covered with a bear-ſkin, af 
determine againſt the dotrine by their imagination 
paſſions, jnſtead of being governed by .Criprurys 
r-aſon. Indeed attempts are made ts bring both; 
againſt it, One thing advanced for this end is;7t9a 
to hold that a particular number are elefted, wa 


cerning God ; yet we have early notice of his refpg£ 
ing perſons in anocher ſenſe. He had reſpedÞani 
Abel,and to his offering ; but untoCarn and to his xe 
jog he had notreſpe ; which made Cain very WARE 


* Deut. 29. 29. + Mat. 4. 6. 7. 
+ Deut, 10. 17.. 2 Chron. 19 7. 
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whereupon Jehovah demands thereaſon of it, and ſays, 
Tf thou doft well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? and if 
#hou doſt not well, fin lieth at the door. * Agxit he 
had faid, «© Do you think I am fo unjuſt as not to. ac» 
«cept all that is done well”. This demand. Cain 
could not anſwer ; but turns to talk with his brather, 
and to end the controverſy ſhed his brather's blood ; 
and we are expreſly told, that the reaſon why he ſlew 
him was, "Becauſe bis own works were evil, and his 
brothers righteous, Gen 4. 4,—8. 1 Joh. 3. 12. 
* Here is ſovereign eleQing Jove diſplay'd, in the firft 
family of rhe hamanrace ; two brothers come to wor- 
ſhip God, .and he reſpetts the perſon and offering of 
the younger, while the elder is not reſpeted. This 
began a'bloody controverſy which is not ended to this 
day ; and it all centers againſt God's doing what he 
_ will with his own grace; || and his not being under any 
obligation ro beſtow it upon any, for all their doings. 
"The ſtate of this controyerſy, is fer in a very clear 
light by: the evangeliſt Zute, who informs us, thag 
Jeſus, "after doing wonders in other places, came tg 
Nazaret}, 


®* How ſtrange is it, that ſome will bring this'demands 
as a proof that we are to be accepted for our well doing 
which was made to conviet Cain of the falſhood of ſuch 
notions !' It was by faith that Abel offered unto God @ more. 
excellent jacrifice than Cain. by which be obtained witneſs, that 
be was r ghteous, Both Abel's perſon,and his offering were 
accepted inthe beloved Redeemer, fo that his works were 
done from a right principle, to 2 right end 3 both of 
which were wanting in Ca*n's oftcring 3 therefore his 
works were not well done, and the Sin lay at his ewn 
dior. Every good at flows from love, out of a pure heart 
and good conſcience, and from faith unftigned : and the 
divine oracles aſlure us, Tong all wag andy; ww this, 
wnderfland neither what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm, 
Heb. 11.4. Eph. rt. 6. 1 Tim. 1. 5 7. 
, Mat. 20, IS. 


. 
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Nazareth, where he had been brovght up; add'offix}& 
{abbath-day, he in their ſynagogue read in the $5 
phecy of Eſaias, where it was written; T he"ſpireaf 
the Lord 1s upon me, becauſe he hath anoitited mes 
preach the goſpel to the poor, &e. Attet whichthe 
began to ſay unto-them, T his. day is the ſeriptte 
Julfilled in your ears : and all bare him witneſs, © 
wondered, at the gracious wor ds which proteeded attt® 
of Lis mouth. - But Jcſus ſoon diſcovered what ne" 
ons they had of grace, for he ſaid, ye twill lurely:* 

unto me this proverb, phyſician heal thy ſelf + whit: 
ſorver we have heard in Capernaum, do alſo in 144 - 
country, Which ſhews that they ſuppoſed rhis gl&% 
ous phyſician was undet ſome obligation to them: {5 
that if he did not do as great things there, as in otk&#- 


_ he would be partial and need healing/bimfel** 


was as much as to ſay, © I am under no obligationie/ 
** beſtow my grace upon you, becauſe of your out: 
* ward fieneny but have good right to grant it ta: 
* beathbens, while you are left to periſh in your ſins*! 
And obſerve the effe& ; thoſe who had juſt befor 
wondered at his gracious words, now were filled with 
wrath, and roſe up and TarvusT him out, Lule. 45% 
15—29. And why ſhould his ſervants expe” bette:// 
trearment than their maſter haq ? FH, 
As long as any perſon thinks he has any thing it}: 
him, or done by him, which can give hjm-the Jealt; 
elaim to falyation-more thin others, he will not give=! 
in to this doftrine7; but a!l that are brought to ſee thei”: 
undone eſtate, av it is, have no-other gleam of hope;”? 


—_— 


% 
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than by ſovereign : For they ſee, thar if any good 


thing were to be done by them, as a neceſſary condi» 
tion of their deliverance, it would be gene cafe with 
them for ever. But to hear that God is gracious to 
whom he will be gracious, :ndthat he juſtifies the un- 
godly ; this is good news to their poor fouls: end when 
they receive it, they can heartily foin with Pau! in 
bleſſing the father, for all the ſpiricual bleſſings whictr 
are laid up inChriſt, According as he hath choſen us in 
him, before the foundation of the wor'd, that we 
Jhou'd be ho'y. Eph. t. 5—7. 

Obſerve Paul ſays, te hath choſen vs, that we 
Should be holy :But the modein notions are, that 
he chuſeth us becauſe we are bo'y, making that to be 
the cauſe, which Pan! viewed ro be the efed?, All 
the controverſy turns upon this*point, whether the 
good pleaſure of God's will, of ovir free will be the 
eauſe of our ho ineſs and happineſs. * Jeſbs is fo far 
from giving foreſeen faith and good works, as the 
cauſe of babes, receiving goſpel grace, inſtegd of the 
wiſeand prudent, that he reſolves it all into, father's 

pleaſure atone; for /o it ſeemed goodin his fight. Mar: 
; _ rn. 


* One juſtly obſefves, that coditional elifiion, © ſets up an, 


& inferior Cauſe above a ſuperior ; making "eletion and 
& ſalvation no more than a may be, inſtead of a ſhall be. 
«It repreſents the Almighty as ever flutuating in his 
** councils, taking up with new conſultations depen- 
«< -dant on the fickle | will of than, and the wncertarn 
* es that flow therefrom :'by which method he.is 
* 'brought in ſaying. O ! 1 will if theywill z and O ' 
& that they may will to believe, . become holy, dili- 


« gently and PIngy Wy improving their ſtock of 
ey may be faved : neverthe- 


©« tree-will abilities, that t 
6 leſs not my will but their will be done ! 


Chandler's doQtrine of grace, printed at Boſton 17447 


Page 208, 
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11. 26,. And it any.man teach otherwile,..chan thi; 
whotſome words of our Lord, Jeſus Chriſt,..an "4 q/ 
doctrines according to godlineſs, we are afſured *h | 
be is both proud and mgucrant, 1 Tim. 6..3—5. AM 
tho" ſuch generally deny cheir partaking of Aaga 
fin, yer they at the.ſame time bear witneſs, thae hey 
allow ihe deeds of their fat ber, by queſtioning the tt 
of. what God has plain!y jaid : and _ aſpiring to be: 
Gods 1o know, inſtead of keepipg.their place as MR) 
tures, to receive and obey. F 
Theſe great pretenders. to reaſon, would deſpile;: 
ſtateſman or general, that ſhould lay ſuch a plant 
proceediags as. would need perpetual alterations, £1, 
was liable to foal diſappointment _ ; yet ſuch 1s ih 
ſcheme of conitj»nal decrees. Fs 
Bur methinks I hear ſore ſay; * We have. 03 af 
& jeCtion that is invincible againſt all this reaſomipe, 
** and that is, there are many who profeſs a.full ey 
* het of theſe dottriner, that are in fact lome. of: 'P . 
*« worlt of men”. | 


thg . body . without ihe ſpirit 1s deadg fo «Fo Thi 
works 1s dead alſs, Jam. 2. 26. The Jews rad the 
form of knowledge, and of the truth in the law : * fo mids. 
may have the form of doctrines of faith and” a bedy et: 
divinity, under the goſpel, and yet both of them Tops: 
dutt fo as to caule_ the name of God /o be bla/pBemitit 
thro" them. Yet who would reject all bodies, becauſe 
there are ſome dead linking ones.? We read of the /p*: 
rit. of faith, and of lro: ng by faith &c. FT and fo vi 
ought to live.. Again Fede calls ſuch perſons #1/5s 
dreamers ; now who will ſay thattheir 7 ew 0G sf 
, #nd views, have not good influence on their condudt?:: 
becaulc they. m iy have many ihoughts and views "gp 


' hand, preached that both 
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dreams, while they remaia afleep on their beds, 
However, ſince you are for appealing to fas, we 
will try a few of them. None that believe the ſcrip- 
fures can reaſonably deny that the Jews had high no- 
tions of their power to do good works : Pau! ſpea- 
kethexprefly, that they fo lowed after the law of righ- 
ttouſneſs, and had a'zeal for Gd ; and he is as expreſs 
concerning the reaſon why they did not attain to it, 
btcauſe they ſoug bt it not by faith, Rom.9.'31,32. 10.2 
They had no ſuch faith as he taught in lovereign de- 
crees, ar:d ſovereign mercy to helpleſs finners. No, 
they held to works which. they could do, to entitle 
them to divine bleſſings. Now let us ſee what fruits 
theſe principles produced ; they borb kil?d the Lord 
Feſus, and their «wn prophets, and perſecuted the apoſ- 


W les : they pleaſed not God and were contrary to all men, 


'&c; 1Thef. 2. 15. 16. Bur the apoſtles on the other 
| Jew and Gentile were all 
under fin, and that by grace we are ſaved thro faith, 
and” that not of ourſelves, it is the gift of God, And 
theſe doQrines ſpread their victorious and happy influ- 
Ence'as far as the Romah conquelts had ever extended. 

Afterwards there came on a terrible falling away, 
and the. man of #1 was revealed, who appoled theſe 
doctrines, and carried his notions of man's power to 


do good works ſo far as to hold, that he could do 


- more than were required, But inſtead of theſe prin» 


Ciples producing gord works ; their bad works got to 
ſuch a length, that the Pope's indutzencies to commit 
fin with hopes of another pardon, were openly ſold by 


their miniſters, to get money. This ſhocked Luther ; 


and he and Calvin, and others were moved to projet 
againſt thoſe abominations,and boldly to preach thoſe 
doctrines, which have born Calvins name ever ſince, 
And none will deny that they produced great and 
good 


=” 
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good effects then, but ſuch as are either fecrer or on 
friends to popery. Great was the ſpread, \and happ3 
the influence of theſe doctrines in our nation"arth* 
tines z yet the contrary principles haye fince Ley: 
tenſively prevailed. - And a noted divine obſerve; 
eleven years ago, to an afſembly of the national TT 
gy, that ** *Tis a general complaint, that our chap 
* ches are leſs frequented than they uſed formerlyti 
« be, and that degeneracy of manners univerſally pi; 
« yails. Now ſays he I may venture to affirm, tha 
« the moral preaching ſo much in vogue, isthe Ca F ; 
+ of all this, | In ſhort we have preached morakty 
* ſo long, that we have hardly any morality le 

© and this moral preaching has mad- our people 
** very 1mmoral.that there are no lengths of wiFRER . 


this wrt. Ne it comes from a friend to &j 
doRrines which they diſlike ; therefore out of the/a- 
buadant evidence which might be produced from + 
other ſide, 1 will touch upon what appears in onncy: 
that the nation has owned to be a rational writer. 2 
mean Dr. Fobn Brown, whoſe eftimate of the manntes. 
and principle of the times, publiſhed'ten years ago, met; 
with ſuch a reception that we. are told it had "fix ed: 
ty0ns in ſeven months. _T hegein he gives a very rat= 
onal account of the preſent ſtate of our nation, dge* 
duced from plain fats. He ſays, * 'We may witr: 
+ truth and candour conclude, that rhe ruling cha-: 
« rater of the preſent times is that of a vain, luxurs<; b 
« ous, and, ſelfiſh effeminacy”, And which has pres: 
vailed to ſuch a degree among them, 'who are callg} 
polite, that he lays, ** = ſuppoſe a man of faſhi 4 | 


2 * tway "= 
®* Mr. 7one's Sermon at the viſitation of the Archdeacoh; 
ot Surry, Sept. 1755 page 16, 17. & f 
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« ſway'd in his conduRt by a regard to ſuturicy, is an 
* affront to the delicacy and refinement of his 1a/te, 
«Hence the day fet apart by the laws ofthis country, 
«for religious lervice, he derides. and affronts as a 


4. viapar and obſolete \nſtirution”. And' they have 


ſo loſt a ſenſe of Lonour, that he ſays, * They laugh 
« at the picture of their own follies ; they go home, 
«and wiihout a bluſh repeat them”. And he ſhews, 
&* that the principle of regard to the publick good 
« is fo far loſt, and a ſyſtem of political felt, knokefs 
« introduced in its room, that * a foundation is Jaid 
* for end/e/s diſſention in the ſtate®”, Thus (ſays he) 
* by gradual and uaperceived decline, we feem glid- 
ing down to ruin. We laugh, we ling, we feaſt, 


We we play : we adopt every vanity, and catch at eve- 
"* ry lure, thrown out to us by the nation that is p/on- 


* ning our defliruflion®”.” 
Thus he points out our danger ; $4 Areadfol eX- 
Eames ſince have confirm'd the truth of theſe ob- 
ervations. But what ſha'l give relief in this doleful 
'cale? why Dr. Brown ſays, he had it in his thoughts, 
to have proceeded to the conſideration of their moft 
protlicable remedies ; but (ſays hc} as the cl6ſer-pro- 
* js 0 retired and ſpeculative 'men, often are re- 
« gardcd, 3s «þimerical , he was theretore unwilling, 
« af prefent, to hazard the diſcredit of fuch an art- 
* tempt”. And goes on to tell us of two: kinds of 
remedies ; the one Ja/jtang, the other temporary : and 
ſays he, * The firſt ſeems totally impradtic able at 
« preſent : for as they ſuppoſe a change of manners 
* 3n. principles, this may juſtly be regarded 8s an 
* impoſſible event, during the preſent age ; and 1 's 
#*© Tather to be wiſhed than hoped for, in the next?. 
See fifth edition of his efimaze, page 54. 61, 04,121 
«644+ 212, 216, $19: 
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Here reader is a fair opportunity given us to diſs 
cern the difference between antient and modern chrif® > 
tianity. Ancient chriſtianity declares both Jews poo |: 
Gentiles to be all under fin ; and/that we =2z be cres) { 
ated in Chriſt Jeſus unto g10d worke, ® HL 


« 
po 
Jo, : 


Burt the modern ſcheme tells of a great deal chat Z 
we can do and muſt do, in order to obtain falvation.: " 
T he ancient plan, while it ſhews our © ma/ady, diſco-: 
vers at the ſame time » preſent and complete remedy : +: 
but the lace ſcheme Aatters us along 'till we get'to:: 
the brink of rain; and then alas! there is no air 
remedy tobe boped for in this age ; and why? becauſe '. 
it ſuppoſeth Fa CHANGE, which according tothat, 
plan is * an 1MPOSSIBLE event”. Again the ancient: 
plan gave courage boldly ro oreach the goſpel at Rowe, :: 
which was then the ſeat of the greateſt warriors and *:- 
Philoſopbers in the world ; and emboldened the = 
cher to afferr the ufe he niads of cloſet- projets inhis 5: = 
work ; and alſo to beſeech the brethren there to frive > "_ 
together with him therein. F While the late rational =. b 
ſcheme has taken heart and courage ſo much from a 
miniſter and dottor of modern divinity, as to make him. 0h 
Ma unwilling at preſent, to bazard the diſcredit of ſoch | 
«© an attempt” ; even in his own nation, whoſe man- - 
ners and weapons he viewed to be © degenerated iato b 
*© thoſe of women”, C Yea, and at time too when wy x 
ſaw them © Jaughing, ſinging, playing, and adopting” 

* every vanity, and perceived not that they wes] Gy 
«< eliding down to ruin ? | A 
This foul-deſtroying ſcheme had got great footing: i 

in N:w- England, beiore the Lord appeared for us. =: 


J 


S , 
£4 
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[ 


years. }.; 
®* Rom. 3.9. Eph. 2. 10. + Rom. 5. 20, 21. Ra. 


$ Rom. 159. 15. 30. Theſe projedts have often ſaved na. 
tions from ruin, ſee Exod, 32. 30.2 Kings 19, Dan. 9.” AY 
q Elflimate page 125: 4, 
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> {" years ag0,and broughtforth a numberof men topreach 
up the dottrines of man's undone condition in him- 
ſelf, and-of help alone by ſovereign grace, in a bold 
and moving manner ; and our enemies ibemſelves can» 
not deny, that multitudes then really thought thoſe 
doQtrines to'be true, Well, what were the effects ? 
. Why, /averns were forſaken, and had ſcarce any 
company. but travellers ; courts had lictle to do when 
they met ; frolicks were dropt ; and an anxious pur- 
ſuits of the world was in a great meaſure forſaken. 
Bur places of religious 'worſhip, both publick and 
private were crowded ; multitudes flocked to hear the 
word, in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon ; converſation was 
chiefly on religious ſubjets and foul concern ; old 
go were made up &c. Yea, when a-lictle army 
rom New-England was called away to attack the c- 
nemies ſtrong hold at Cape-Briton, their language 
when they weat off was, ** Pray for us while we fight 
* for you ” and they were crowned with ſuch ſuc- 
ceſs as proved a principal means of putting an end to 
that bloody war. 
« Ay, ſay ſome, but how have things turned out 
« ſince” ? Anſwer, they have turned out exactly 
according to - the ſcriptural account. In many the 
word had no morer9c/,than ſeed ſown by the highway ; 
others heard with joy,and yet in time of /empration fell 
away: Some who leemed to pay a more laſting re- 
gard to truth, yet are choked with cares and richer, 
and plea ſures of this life, ſo as to bring no fruit to per= 
feftion. While a few choſen ones keep the word, and 
bring forth fruit with patience, Jeſus had the ſame 
end in view in giving this account, as he had-in te!- 
ling che twelve, that one of thera would lift up his 
heel againſt him, namely, that when it came to pals 
they might believe, Joh. 13.19. But behold and be 
PrEb4s4 amazed / 
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amazed - Many now ſtrengthning themſelves acainf 
believing, becauſe theſe things are come to paſs 1 Anc 
men have a gain ſtraitned their wits to perſuade peos; - 
ple, that they are able with ordinary aſſiſtance ro pers: 

form the conditions of the goſpel, fo as finally to ob+:: 
fain eternal life.” And theſe notions have been: the: 
moſt openly eſpouſed in this country of late, that: 
ever they have been ſiice chriſtianity was known,.: 
here ; and the effetts are too open to need any proofy; 
Pride and extravagence involved people to ſuch a de. 2 
gree,. that in leveral counties they often had more*-, 
than a thouſand writs at a court, And if we review: 
the late commotions about the famp-a2, what caule- h 
have we all to be abaſed in the duſt, when we think”: L 
how many mofe aſſemblies were gathered, of all;: [ 
ranks, to conſult what creature power or policy could 77 
do in the caſe, than there were to faſt and wy to the” bh 


ma 


ws Bots C 


 ereator for help ? How different is this from the con-. 7 


duct of God's ancient people * Eph. 4.3, And 747d 
truch"ſays, The King's heart is inthe band of the Lord, fs s 

ai the rivers of water : be turneth it whither ſoever be: 
will ; yet the rejoicings immediately after the news of ;:; 
our deliverance, which were managed ſo as to beflvoy',” 4 
4 number ot Ives; and the thanks if not worſhip that > > 
wereaddrefſed to ſeveral inftruments of our relief; while :>- 
there was ſuch a viſible back warknels for giving thanks 

to the great author thereof, pur me in mind of the note : F 
of a worthy expoſitor upon the Philiftians condutt, ;; vs 
who aſſembled-to offer @ great [acrifite to Dagon a; J 
fo rejoice ; for they ſaid, our God bath delivered 
ſon our enemy into our hand. The note is this ** Tho' : 

« .Sempſen's harlot had done it, and they. had /paid / 
** her for it, yet they attribute it to their God, tuch 22 
*was their blindneſs and ſtupidity ; and yet his may ;*:: 
** ſhame us believers 1n the true God, who are" fo þ. ' 
« nan i. 
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* backward to aſcribe to him the great things he 
«© does for us, when ſuch heathens were ſo forward 

* to give glory to theit talle deities, without an 
* foundation: for it”. | * 
Upon the whole, as the Jews earneſtly denied Jc- 
ſus his being aKing; while their trembling ſear of him, 
and raiſing ſuch force as they did againſt him, plain- 
ly ſaid that he was a King ; ſo now all thele, and 
many other faFs, which are brought againſt theſe. 
doarines plainly /ay they are true, * Many who op- 
poſe theſe doEtrines make great pretences to dignity 
of ſentiments; and one of their high notions 1s, that 
« Becauſe the deity cao receive no profit from. us, 
« therefore his great end in all his works and dil- 
* penſations, is his creatures haypineſs”. But if 'tis 
aſked, why then are not all his creatures made hap-« 
y ? Thereply is, © Their own folly prevents 1”, 
& that they have got a deity too high to be /erved 
by them ; yet he is ſo lowthat he mult /erve 1Sem with, 
all his might ; and when he has done his belt, many 
- of his creatures are too hard for him, and fruſtrate, 
his great dehgn of making of them all happy! This is 
turning things «vp/ide down with a witneſs ! 7ſa. 29. 16. 
Another of their high notions is, ** That they will 
«* receive nothing for truth, but what they can com- 
&« prehend_ with their reaſon”, Tho! by the way, 
chey expeCt to be credited in the accounts they give 
of many of their deep diſcoveries, which at the {ſame 
time they donot ſuppoſe common people can ſathom. 
Bur forfooth ! they are too big to credit what Jeho« 
vah declares, any further thari they can comprehend 
it ; 
©Many fa#7s from the remarkable effets of theſe dvQtrines, 
in ſundry particular towns and villages in various parts 
of our land lately, might greatly ſtrengthen our a1g 


"tent ; but that would ſwell this diſcourſe fo far that 1! 
muft omit them for the prefent, 
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it ! Nothing is more certain_than this is, that a Grd : 
which a creature can. comprehend js an idol. Thi”: i 
deity which Paul worſhiped was quite another neat 
of Being. Rom. 11, 33.—26. _ And Heatheniſh pr 
ciples will alway lead to heatheniſh pratice. Now: i 
one of the moſt unnatural þarbarities, that Teyer heardof* -: 
in the old natives of this country, was, theitgetting their>. 
powows when they hada friend raken lick. rotry (oe 
magic art to find out whether the ſick would die or not-: * 
And if the anfwer was that he would die : then no: 1 
farther paitis were uſed, bur they lct him die as ſoori;": 
as he would. Compate this with our modern reaſon" 4 
ers againſt certain decrees, and ſee how much _—_ ; 
hearts we have thah them old heathens. 1f they: bi 
thought their t riends death was determined, that made; 2 
them neglett the uſe of means for natural life : theſe - K 
ſay if they believed the event was appointed, they : 
would neglef all means for ſpiritual life. T hey neg- 7 ; 
lefted > xr to keep off death; theſe uſe means 10:77 
haſten it 9n.. T hey neglefted others bodies ; theſe; WE 
negle@ their own fouls. Thefe beathens might be-/-/ 
charg-able with negative murder of others jev-z 5 : 
but theſe chri/trans, politively murder their own ſouls : - \ 
The ſon of God knew, and often foretold what fufa' 5 
ferings he ſhould go thro? ; yer, in the days of his *;> 
fleſh, he offered up prayers and epplications with :- 7 


frong crying * and tears, unto him that was able. Ms 7 


to Jave from death, and was heard in that be feas 

red : tho he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by '- 
the thingy which be Juffered, Heb. 8. 7,8: Andbe gave : 
Expreſs warning to his diſciples, that they would alt ; 


bh 
mA 
"5 


| be offended becaufe of him upon which Peter des :: 


flared, that tho” all men ſhould be offended he never. Ui 


would. To which Jeſus reply'd, Yerily 7 ſay unto i, 
#het, that this Night before t he cock crow, thou _ Fs 
: eny 
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deny me thrice : Yet this certain declaration was ſo 
far from exculing his neglcC of his maſters caution, to 
watch and pray ; and his ſloth, raſhneſs and cowar- 
dice, that when Peter remembered thoſe words of 
Jeſus, he, went out and wept bitterly, Mat. 26. 41 — 
75. In Paul's voyage to Rome. after a Jong tempeſt 
had lain upon them, be ſtood forth in the midit of their 
company and ſaid, 7 ex2rt you to be of good chear : 
far there ſhall-be no loſs of any man's life among you, 
but of the Ship. . And ſhewed how this was revealed 
to him by an angel; and then adds, 7 believe God, 
{hat it [ball be even as it was told me... Yet foon up- 
on'it,: as the ſhipmen were about to flee out” of the 


© 


* ſhip, by  le:ting down their boat into the.fea, Pau! 


faid to the centurion, and tothe ſoldiers.” Except theſe 
abide inthe Ship, ye. cannat be ſaved, Aﬀts 27 21—31 


He believ'd that the means and end were connettcd 


tog-ther, When. Daniel underſtood by books, that 
the. years were near,or quite us wage which the Lord 
[pake:of by Zeremi2h the prophet, that be would ac- 
compliſh ſeventy years in the deſolations of [Zeru/a- 
lem, he ſet his face unto the Lord God to ſte by pray- 
er and ſupplitations,with faſlings, and ſackcloth and 


a/bes, tor the fulfilment of what "God had abſolutely 


—_— Is. b — 

+ Now all theſe (and many: others) thought there was 
a.conſliltancy between fortordination of exents in our 
great Kuer ; and-earheſt  prayers/and endeavours in 
his /ubjedts, for the avoiding of all evil; and the. ob- * 
taining of all the good we want; - They thought that 
the certainty of the event no: ways took away the 
creatures liberty, or made him leſs worthy of praiſe or 
blame. for what ke did. but ſome are lifted up in our 
days ſo high, as. not to be. content . with the place of 
men, but have /et their heart as the heart of God | 
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day, encouraging, perſons ta profeſs rehigion, and come. 
into the church without this faith. Fames calls : 
thoſe profeſſors vain men, who haye not fuch a lining \ 


Taith as Abraham had : and. Paul ſays with the heart ; - 


True 4 aith will produce gord works. 
and Behold! they age wiſer than Daniel, Chriſt, or 


his aps/tles, and. explode the. ſentiments, which they Ne 


held, and pradtiſed upon ! * However, as their heart | 


is lifted up, and they have corrupted their wiſdom, BY 


therefore (without repentance), God will bring them : 


down to the, pit, in ſuch a manner as ſhall cauſe a/to- bl 
ni/hment andferrar to all that know them Ezek. 28, = 


2-6, 8, I17—19. 
LLl.. Thee things may teach us the evil nature, . 
and pernicious tendency of a prevailing euſtom in our 


man believeth unto righteouſneſs, and with the mouth. 


confeſſion is made unto ſalvation, When the eunuch,*; 5 


alked what hindred his being admitted to the 1 nating 
ordinance of the goſpel church, Philip ſaid, 1F thou *: 
believeſt with ALL THINE HEART, by Rar nog > 
Yet Mr. Solomon Stoddard of N, 2r thampton about 
balf a century ago, opzaly eſpouſed the contrary ſen, 
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* Mr Edwards's remark is worthy "of notice here,” which 
is, ** That moſt of the arguments from. ſcripture, ' 
« which Armmans make uſe of to ſupport their ſcheme, 
« are no other than begging the que/tion”” : | tor they farit 
conclude that theſe principles whichg have been juſt 
mentioned, are inconlitent with the ufe of commands, 
threatnings, promiſes, exortations and the Jike, and 
then heap up ſcriptures that are full of ſuch thiags z up- 
on. which they boaſt they have demonſtrated their | 


point : whereas the point in diſpure, 1s whether thecer- #: 


' tainty of the event takes away the uſe of theſe means or 4 
not ? and *rill "they can prove that it does, ail ſuch. 
proofs from ſcripture to ſupport their {cheme is - mear 


beggery. ' See his enquiry into the modern notion of :: 
free-will, Part 4. Se; It. ; 
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timepts, and heldthat the Lord's Supper was a conver- 
ting ordinance, and that perſons that were not ſcanda, 
Jous in their Jives, might come to it, tho* they did not © 
think themſelves converted. This ſcheme, was by 
one of our fathers, in that day, compared to Solomon 
of old's ſetting up the high places : and after genera- 
tions were not ae ford of thole h19h places, than 
many in our times are of this ſcheme. * 

" T ho'. we have had a notable'experimentof the evil 
of it in Mr. Staddard's church ; for his grand-lon-and 
ſacceſſor Mr, Edwards praftiſed thereon *till he had 
got a very large church, and chen upon his attempting 
to have ſome of them called to an account for their 
lactvious and obſcene diſcourſe, the town. was © ſud- 
«&denly all'on a blaze”, and little could- be done in 
the affair. And upon their finding that he had'chan- 
ge his ſentiments abour that point, they Jaid hold of 

at a8 a handle againſt him, and never would reſt un- 
nil they had got him away. Thus when the world 
had got into the church, they would hot be governed 
by divine rule : they would ſooner thruſt away one of 
the beſt divines thar this age has ſcen. See Mr. Ed- 
wares's life printed in Boſton 1765, page'53, &c.. * 


# The counci! which concurred with the church in dif- 
- milling of him, fay, ++ We have had no other 6bjeRtion 
againſt him, but what relates to ' Nis ſentiments vpon 
that point”. 'And what thoſe ſentiments were, they 
give us in thefe words, viz, his « Infiſting” upon it as 
«<. neceſlary tothe admiſſion of members 1o' full com - 
** munion, that they ſhould makea profeſſion of jan - 
« fyimg gract ; whereas the brethren are of opinion, 
« that the Lord's Supper isa Converting ordinance, and 
« conſequently, that perſons if they have a competen- 
* cy ot "knowledge, and are of a blameleſs life, may be 
< admitted to the Lord's table, altho'they make no /uch 
« profeſſion”. printed reſalt of faid countel page 3, 4- 
Jun 22 17509, 
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A profeſſion of chriſtianity neceſſarily implies Faith 
in Chriſt, and a devoredneſs to him ; and if ther 
not a meaſure of that, truly in the heart, the protey; 298 
F on is fahe ; - and to encourage men to fe before Gia 
and man, in order to be converted: looks very ſhocks 
ing. Bur to avoid this abſurdity, Mr. /:lliams (whit 


wrote agaioſt Mr. Edwards on this point) fays p 


c 47. that + Nothing ſhould be expreſſed in the worgs: 

p * of the profeſſion, but what ſome unſanaified men: 

/ 6+ may fay, and fpeak true”, upen which Mr. Ems: | 
b plies, that « "There are two competitors for theKi 4 
2 6 dom of this world, Chriſt and Satan ; the defigh 


* of a publick profeſſion of religion is,to declare whieh: 
« fide men are”; and aſks, ** Is itthe conſticution of 
| *« King George, and the Briti/Sparliament, that me. 
| « ſhould take oaths of allegiance, contrived in words, 
** of indeterminate lignification, to the end that me 
«« who are. jn their hearts enemies to King Gearge... 
* and friends to the pretender, may uſe them an£; 
« ſp-ak true” ! Reply to Mr, Williams page 39, 45 E 
The principal arguments that are brought to ſap! 
port theſe notions are t1ken from Abraham's covt/*: : 
nant, and the national church which ſorang from him” 
notwithſtanding the meſſenger who camerto prepare cine 
way of the goſpel diſpenſation, warned fouls againls” þ 
ſuch notions, and ſhew'd that God was able of ſtone; 
ta raiſe up children to Abrabam. And when m#- 
nv of the Fews believed onour Lord, he ſaid to them}: » 
1f ye continue in my tvord, then are ye my diſciples ini. 
aeed ; and ye ſhill knero the truth. and the truth 1 ith 
make you free. "This they immediately reſented, and:? 
faid & be Abraham's ſeed and were never in bens. 
dage. But Jeſus aflured thein, that whoſoever com. 
committeth ſin, is the ſervant of ſin. And adds, If ye. 
were Abraham's children, ye would do the work of; 
Abrahant:*: 
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Abraham.—ye are of your father the devil, Fob. 8. 
3944: Obſerve this well ; here was a great num- 
r-ot believers who were ready to profeſs Chriſt's 
name, if that would have done, but he was for having 
diſctpies indeed,who ſhould tnaw t be truth, lo as to 
make them free from the ſervice of fin and ſatan, 
withont which he would not own them tobe cþz/- 
dren of abraham. No, inſtead of that, for all their 
faith he declares them to be children of the devs!, 
Paul was very carcful to diſtinguiſh to the Romans, 
the difference between Abraham's natural and ſpi- 
ritual children ; and ſhews that only the latter were 
by the golpel counted for. thee ſeed, Rom. 9. 7, 8. 
And when ſome teachers who deſired to make a fair 
few in the ak and avoid the croſs, were zealous to 
introduce the national, doing plan,under the chriſtian 
name, into the churches ofGalatia, how ſmartly does 
& he warn themchurches againſt that ſcheme # yea tho' 
it had come from apoſtles or an «ngel from heaven,and 
ſays, who _ hah bewitched you that you ſhould n:t. 
obey the truth ? And bids them know that they which 
are of faith, the\ſame are the chilaren of Abraham ; 
and adds, If ye be Chriſt's, then are ye Abraham's 
ſeed, and. heirs according to the promiſe, Gal, 1. 8, 
' and 3.1, 7:29. & 6. 12. 
This apoſtle knew well how-pleaſing this ſcheme 
was to mankind, and that he could have avoided per» 
fſecution by embracing 4t : bur then. he knew as well 
what the conſe quence would be-on the other band ; 
and therefore. ſays, /f 7 yet pleaſed men, I ould not 
be the ſervant of Chriſt, Gal, 1, 10. & 6. 12. And 
how can any that proceed in that way, be ſervants of 
Chriſt now, any-more than in Paul's day. 
Mr. Edwards's ſmart remark may deſerve our no- 
tice here, Mr 7. and many others having made mu 
uie 


tr ial 


obſerves, ' that if we ſhould allow ti to be fo, i 


"- F aith will produce good Wark,” 


uſe of the parable of the fares of the frel, o 
port their cauſe ; tho' Jeſus lays, the field is the't: 
yet they muſt neels have it to be tie church *% 


not help their cauſe ; for the Fares are plainly; Fepre- 
ſcented as baying no juſt right there, but an enexz#{bro't 
them in ; and too, while the ſervants fept, whergught 
to have been upon their watch to keep the 'enct y out. 
He therefore tays” © Perhaps fome would be:t dy 
« to make thercfletion, that thoſe churches: : 
i« practice 8agreable to. the looſe wares. Me, »” 
*« cſpoules, do that at noon-day ; in the bite 
«+ God, angels and men, which the devil id, UL, 
night, while men /lept” / Reply page 103. 
Hence TV. If thts faith be ſo neceſſary in } 24 


I, 
£ 1, 
WiC it 


any man have what elſe he may, yer if he has by 
faith to ſee a1 who is inviſible, and to look tw 
ſeen ant eternal. things; he will be governed exit 
his religion by the things which are temporas;;. 
was this alone that enabled, Paul and his co _ 


give the light of the Raps. of the pf Se f) 
in the face S Feſus Chriſt. 2 Cor. 4. 5.6, 1. v6 
would turn theſe off as extraordinary things ; 3.5 
they profeſs to be lead in an ordincry way ; butthe 
ordinary way of every man is to ſeek /el/f in one ape 
or another, if 'he is not delivered therefrom by : Fo 
fu pernatural influence. rh 
Our Savior ſays, here your treaſure is, te! 
will your hearts be alſo. And goes on plainly to Ad 
forth that iFour' &ye be nat ſingle but evil, the Kyi 
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that is in us is darkneſs, Who then will dare to ſay; 
thata man of great knowledge without a fingle 7, 
may be x ſafe guide ? or that they can now ſerve 109 
majlers ? Mat: 6 21—24. 

Mavy who cannot deny theſe cruths, yer evade 
their praftica] influence, by the plea thar we canner 
know who-are ſincere, and who not. Ovr great /aw- 
giver ſaw all this, and iherefore,'after cautoning a» 


gainſt wrong judging; proceeds very early to give. 


plain rules for right judgment in thefe affairs 5 and 
lays, Give zot that uhith is boly unto drgs, neither caſt 
your pearls before ſwine, Beware of falſe prophets, 
which come 17 you in [beeps cloathing, but imwardly are 
ravening wolves, Yea ſhall know them by their "fruits, 
Mar. 7.6, 15, 16, Nothing is more common iti 
{cripture than tor things whichare devoted to God's 
worſhip to be called Þ:ly. In' EZekies viſion of the 
temp'e he was ordered to ſhew to ſttch as were aſhamed 
of ther iniquities, the forms and faws of the houſe, even 
of the comings in and goings out thereof, and all the 
erdinantes thereof ; and he ſays, The whole limit there- 
of round about, [ball' be moſt boly : bebold Ta1s is the 
law of the beuſe. And again, Thus ſaith the Lord Ged, 
No firanger uncircumciſed in heart, nor uncircumciſed in 
feb ball emter into my ſanflnary, tz&k. 47; 11, 17. 
and 44.'9. Pearls are to be kept as choice treaſure, 
in "diltinftion from things for Common uſe. Each 
gate of the bloy city was one Pearl, Rev. 21. 21. * 


* Tho' this is ſo plain, yet great nutnbers would have it, 
that pedrs mean i ward experietices, which they ſay are 
not to be told before carnal men. But if Paul greatly 
tranſgrefſed this rule, for he declared the peculiar cir- 
cumſtances of hisconverſion before his perſecutors,both 
at Jeruſalem and C:ſaria. And we are all required to be 


ready always to give an anſwer. to . every man that | 


alſketh us a reaſon of the hope that 13 in u;, with meekneſs * at, 
fear, 1 Pet, $. 15. 


. 


— 


'% 


many were pricked in their hearts, and cried,' W 


** R>Mn. 19,: 10, "AT 


T rite F, aith will FR good urks.” 


Peter compares falſe teachers and profeſſors a gp 
and /wine,2 Pet, 2.'22. Now compare theſe thingy . 
gether, and bow: plain: is the, command not to: 
holy ordinances to ſuch men, nor open the gates ox 
chutch to any. hut the righteous nation which keepetnre 
truth? Iſai, 26, 2. AGd who can fully deſcribe thexgn- 
ding and filthy work, which churches have often x6 
with'for not attending duly to.this rule,” ++; F889 4 

Whart wang ſeem to underſtand by fruits is Sh SUES 


ſheep : But Jeſus - told us plainly what he nfl w 
by. truits. Every 1ree, ſays he, is known, by bis; yo 
fr uit :—a good man out of the goodzreaſure of bis bew't, 
bringeth forth that, which is good j and an gvil man aut 
of the evil treaſure of bis beart, hringeth forth what 
which is guil, fat out of the abundance of the bears tis 
mouth ſpeaketh. Lk 6.44: 45. Aud -we may obls: 
that when Peter declared the-faith which was geen 
him by a ſuper-natural revelation, Chriſt , anſwers! 
Blef:d art thou z- and ,immediately ſays, - tbou-#t 
Peter,and upon this Rock 1 will build my Church a 


16, 16—18. Peter ſignifies a tone z he was but Bh 
porous ruck.z and he ſays to other, ſaints, ye als a6 7 
'wvely tones, are built up a [piritual houſe, z. Pet. 2: : | 

after that noble declaration of faith, evidently p is 
out the mgnner as well. as mailer of this building. 

*« church 'is by perſons | declaring thus with rlitiy - | 
*< mouths, what they believe in their hearts conce:ti 


ſtone which [was to be laid in the building upon this 
Our Lord's ſpeaking of bzi/ding his church, dir 

it he had ſaid, **© The way in. which I will build _ 
ing me ? * Hence, on the day of penticoſt,, w "A 


ſhall we do ? Peter poiated out £9 them the way of rel q li 
K 
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and as many as gladly received bic word were bapiized, 
and added ro the church, and they continued ſtedfaſt- 
ly in the apoFles dofirine and fellowſhip —They decla- 
red both their, convitioa and converſion, and thus 
the firſt 'gofſpel church was built - vp, /and\ walk'd in 
fellowſhip : "andthe apoſtle Fobn's zecount of the 
way whereif chriſtian tellowſhip-is begotten. and pro- 
moted perfe&ly agrees herewith. He ſays,'That which 
twe have ſeen and beard, declare we unto you, that ye may 
bave fellowſhip with us: and truely eur fellowſhip is 
with the father,and with bis ſon" JeſusChrif 1 Job. 1. 4 

When Peter was directed by a'viſion from tea- 
ven to £0 to Corne/its, and went without gainſoying ; 
yet when he came there, he aſked and received 4 diſ- 
tint account of the {teps of experience which had led 
Cornt'ins thus'far. Then he opened -his mouth and 
preached" Chriſt to all preſent; and while he ſpake, 
the 'boly Ghoſt fell on all them wbich beard the word, 
whereupon they were commanded tobe baptized, 
Thus" the primitive churches were built up, 

'On' the other hand, w hen one who had been bap- 
tized as a believer, /ps&e that out of the abundance-of 
his heart, which diſcovered that-his brart was not 
right with God, Peter ſaid, Thou haſt neither part nor 
lot-in this mailer, Att. $. 20, 21. 'So the church of 
Epbrſus” is commended” becauſe ſhe could 'not bare 
them which were evil ; and 'bad tried them which ſaid 
they were apoſiles, and were not ; and bad found them 
lars, Rev, 2. 2. This diſcipline was negle@ed in 
the church of Corinth ; "therefore Paul ſays to them, 
Know ye not, ittat a little leavey, leavens - the whole 
lump ? wwhat bave I to do, to judge them that are with+ 
out ? do not ye judge them 'that are within? "therefore 
put away from among "your ſelves that wicked perſon, 
#'Cor. 5. 6.12, 13. And to the churches of Galaira, 

| | he 


1 
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he ſays concerning thoſe who. had'perveried the ga% 
» alilile leaven leavencih the whole lump. 1 wouty 
ſbey-were even cut off (hat trouble you, Gal. 5. g. Wig 
John ſpeaking concerning the doQtrine of Chriſt, ſays;;: 
Look to your ſelves :— if {-there come any unto you ang: 
bring not this dofirint, receive bim not into your bouſt Be 
2 John 8—10, EY 
Query, do not a#Fions ſpeak louder than words Fn 
Anſwer, in many cales they do :.yet how do we- know: 
what ations mean but-by words ? for inſtance, Simok;”; 7 
offered the apolile's money ; now. had he-done it for: } 
their ſuppore inthe Lord's work,or for them to diſt Tine: 
bute'to poorſaints, the aFion would ave-been good ;- 
tho* by what he ſaid when he offecel-the money, he. | 
difcover'd that his'b eqrt was not right in the fight of - 
God. This hint may ſhew the harmony there 1 is. \ 
between thoſe two different deſcriptions of the laſt: T 
judgment, namely, by thy words thou ſhalt be juſti- 7; 
hed, and by thy words thou ſhalt be condemned : 
And, thea ſhall he reward every man according. to 5; 
his works, Mat. 12: 37. & 16. 27: Indeed, fruits 
comprehead all that men bring ſortbout of their bearts, = 
in their principles, experience, converſation'and'con- ZX:: 
duft; and hereby we are to knew them, and to att =>; 
towards them- according '9 the cleareſt light we can **: 
gas. * If thele divine rules were duly regarded they =: 
K 2 would **: 
« Some talk'd much of a diftinftion between private ES 
| and publick charity, and aflert tha! private charity will not. EN 
do to al upon m prblick affairs. It by private charity they ll 
mean an moward perſwaſim, which is not governed by =: 
intelligible evidence, | readily concur with them : though =: 
1 fear what is often intended by thatdiftinQion, is that ++ 
we ſhould receive all who are williag to make'a public #=. 
protethion of religion, it nothing is openly objefted a- = 
aguinit them, whether we have any proper evdience @ = 
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yould ſoon ſettle the controverly we have had Concer. 
'ning who has'a right to preach, and who-not : - for 
according to theſe-rules, if Peter, Paul, or an” angel 
; from heaven ſhould come to us," and not bring the 
_— doirines of Chriſt, but a perverted goſpel, we ought to 
rejet them. While all choſe who have renounced the 
hidden things of diſhoneſty, not walking in craftineſs, nor 
bandling the word of God deceitfully, but who by mani- 
feſtation of the truth, commend | bemſelves to every man's 
conſcience in the /izbt of God, ought to be received 2 
Cor. 4. 2. ÞF Theſe rules are rational as well as {crip- 
fura'. Saints are often called witneſſes Ia.” 43. 10, 
x Tim. 6.12. Heb, 12. 1. A witneſs 1s to teſtify what 
he knows concerning a matter in diſpute z/ and God's 
witneſſes are to teftity what they know of him; and 
his truth, which the wortdis ſo full of diſputes abour. 
K TI "© OI 8 7 , | K Now 


out conſciences that they experimentally Knoxr the truth 
or no. Great noiſe alſo has been made about m/allible 
inowledge, and of aſſuming God's prerogative to /earch 


queſtion which is, whether we muſt at towards men, 
according to'what they pretend to be, or upon the clear- 
eſt evidence'we can gain of what they really are ? 
+ Here many ate ready to cry, alas ! what times are we fal- 
: Ten into? a party ſpiritencoutaged,and mo miniſter con- 
demning another : how much better were former days 
than theſe are ? But they forget that Solzzaun tells them, 
thatthey enquire not wiſely concerning this. Ec&l. 7. 2. there 
always have been contentions ever Gnce two ſeeds have 
bzen, in the world ; and he: muſt be very” ignorant of 
his bible who does not know'that true and falſe mini- 
ſters_ have-ſpoken againſt each other in all ages, tho' 
with very different tempers ; yen, when the teacher of 
- teachers came into the world, what diviſions were there 
among God's.,peop!le about him ? Some he is @ (good 
man : others ſay nay ; but he deceiveth the . And he 
was fo far from denying the peoples right to judge of 
| ſuch 
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the beart, and the like ; but this 1s all beſide the proper * 


ny i 

\ - 
3p) 
30G = 
4% 


True Faith will. produce good workj. *% 


3H %T 
Mow every rational mind, in order to be farisfied:iti 
important affairs, wants to hear witneſſes' tell, 40k 
only that a things is ſo ; but alſo how they came: 
know it tobe ſo. Hence civil courts will not take tx; 
with wrilten evidences, if the perſons can be had, to 
they ſuppoſe there is danger of being impoſed up 
by falſe teſtimony ; therefore they would exatni94 
evidences critically, in order to come at the truth; 
Neither will men be content to have this done by 6h 
or more in private, and ſo have what they diſcoi#s 
reported tothe court : No, all whoare concerned matt 4 
hear what is ſaid ; yea, and have liberty ro alk wha 
' queſtive 
ſuch. matters, that he gave them plain inſtruftions'& 
dire them therein. He firſt ſhews the neceſſity of Ues 
ing engaged to d, as well as knowthe Fathars well, if '_2 
would expe to be guided by him ; and thenlays down ' 
a general rule to judge teachers by : viz. Fe that ſp538-+ ® 
keth of himſelf, ſeeketh his own glory, but be that ſecketh-b58 
glory that ſem him, the ſame is true, and no unrighteouſneſs:# 
him. ' And having given them the rule, he lays, 7e4 
not according ta the appearance, but judge righteous judg men 
Joh. 7. 12. 17, 18, 24. Others judged according to=he 
appearance : and thoſe who appeared in Moſes ſeat, and: it 
cording to the eſtabliſhed religion, they judgea tg ie 
right ; but this. man who had never learned in the 
ſchoals, or been approbated by their rulers and tang 
teachers, and wasadmired only by people who inews wot 
the law ; they accounted a deceiver, ver. I5, 4749 
Notwithſtanding he /pake as never. man ſpate, and 639 
ſtantly went about doing good. But he calls us to ju 
righteouſly according to what is really ſaid and done, 
not according to the appearance and ſhow thatmen mats, | 
Thoſe who Tek their own glory, will be more. concerad 
to have the eſteem and approbation of men, than ts # 
prove themſelves unto God, by rightly dividing the wok: 


f 
diftreyje 
which theſe claim a /ucce/#on trom. 
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queſtions they think proper : and the fear of witneſſes, 

\ baſhlulnels, or blundering in their ſtory, will not be 
admireed as a ſufficient reaſbn againſt this way of pro» 
ceeding ; ani why ? becauſe their honour, iaterelt,or 
Itte'is art [take. 

Yer where the divine honor, and the life of ſouls 
3s ar-ſtake, the contrary method is taken. . For many 
have given out that they had rather receive two hy- 
poerires (nay ſome fay ten) than ſhut ourone ſainr. * 
And for fear perions ſhoukl blunder in their account, 

- woitten telltmonies have been received, which have of 
ren been framed as well as penned by ; other hands z per= 
ſons by figas have own'd it as theur teſtimony, whea 
God "and their own conſciences knew It was 
Bot ſo. Thos churches have gone on ;; till of late 

many have dropt, having particular accounts of ex - 

Sperience in any way z, and receiye members only up- 

pon” a general afſent to chriſtianity, And ſome have 

" been ſo ſtupid as to try to juſtify ſuch condud by the 

eunuch*s conteflion As 8. 37. as if their openly aſſrn- 
ting to that which they were always taught was true, 
was. parallel to kis declaring his hea rty beliet of thar, 
which Jews and Gentiles all ſaid was falſe, - Phrlip 
likewiſe had been particularly acquainted with his 
ſoul exertiſe about theſe things belore, fo that he had 
roo evidence of the twnuch's converſion before he 
baptized him. 

The generality of thoſe who are going on in the 
ways above deſcribed, are very ready often to caution 
us againſt judging :—yet if we will not run with them 

ro” the ſame-excels of abomination, they can {gon 
ſpeak evil of us, and judge our hearts at a great rate. 

But the things 1 have now related are not iecret ſur- 

miles, 

# j. e, Had rather receive 2 or- 10enemies than hold one 

friend in ſuſpenſe, till they could obtain evidence that 
he was a friend ? 
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miſes, they are moſt open and notorious. fats; an} 
any would give me a better realqn (for this Uifferchite 
Mm conduct, "than this, I ſhould be glad ro heart's 
viz, "Thar moſt men are wiſer for time, thanforeps: 
nity, and have more concern about their own itt 
reſt, than the interelt of Chris kingdom'in ths 
world.” And'in vain 6o-men wiſh tor/better tink 
while divine rule is thus di [regarded ; they mightzzs 
well look for peace while enemies are nor guardedias 
gainſt ; 'or for healch while contagion is freely ſprer, 
Therefore,” 'V, -Fhele - things ſhould roule us &E 
and engage out fouls to regard withou: delay the ext 
ly method of.relief-in our dep! orable circuniſtancys 
before imquirrprove the ruinot our nation and latwh 
Bat here Fam come to the moſt difficult pointe vis 
the whole-chriſtian plan, I mean applying the c# 
and command”to impotent creatures. None bur'G& 
cam keep us from ſtraying ro the right or left hantt 
here. Moulritudes holdic to be uareaſonablefor Gi 
to require that which the creature-cannot do 74 
the _—_— of ſuch a notion appears ! 
Becauſe' the divine command ever remains 
jult ts good, altho* we are carnal ſet under in, Rorz% 
7. 12, 14; What a ſtrange conceit would itbe; + 
conclude the creditors claims'to be ui juſt, becauſe Et 
the bankruptcy of the debtor ' i, 
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. Nothing bur the light -and power of the © 
mand, brought home upon the conſcience, can evez; 
make a ſou} truely to know its miſery, andſo'topriz =} 
the remedy :which is provided : for without''a ſoul} 

koogi] 


2. All ſin is a voluntary contrariety to the divire 4 
will ; how reaſonable then is it that we ſhogld be caks: 
ed an.) commahded to that which-muſt be otirheas Bo 
ty choice, or we never can be ſaved? and that3 ha 
turning ſrom {into God, Ezek. 33. 10. It, EY 
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knows he is fick, he will-not improve a phyſician ; 
*till he knows he is a priſoner he will not welcome a 
lamation of liberty ; and-'rill he. is convinced of 
— and juſt debts, aod. that he has nuibing 1s 
pay, he will not love much when they are all frankly 
forgiven, uk. 4. 18. & 5. 31. & 7..42. | 
+ & God's call conveys light and life to, the foul, 
when and where he pleaſerh. When Ezekiel viewed 
the bones that were very dry, he prophelied, as he was 
commanded, and ſaid, O ye dry vones, bear the word 
of the Lord : and how-glorious was, the effe& ? The 
divine call is, Awake thou that fleeptih, and ariſe from 
the dead, and Chrift ſhall give thee light, Eph. 5. 14: 
So our apoſtle ater mentioning, that every good gift 
cometh trom the father of lghts, who of bis own will 
 begets ſouls with the word of truth, lays wherefore, lts 
every man be ſwiſt to bear, Jam, 1. 17 &e;".. ; 
_ Here therefore let us obſerve that true teaching e- 
ver ſhews our conſtant obligation to confotm toeve- 
ry divine rule; and at the ſame time, that al-our help. 
ſoro do,mult be freely received from Chrift Jeſus, by 
the influence of the holy ſpiric, From thence! we re- 
ceive the gift of righteouſneſs, whereby all our crimes 
are forgiven; and abundance of grace, whereby our 
natures are Charged, agd our ſouls are enabled to die At + 
unto fin, and live unto” righteouſneſs,  , But falſe tea- 
ching will either abate part of the price, in order. to 
accomodate our duty to our ability ; or elſe excuſe the 
creature from his ob/iga/ion, becauſe he is not able 106 
fulfil it, 6 I ee 
This difference. appears plain in- all.ages.. : Wheo 
Joſhua i a moving manner had preſſed home upon 
liraet the importance of chufing that day whom they 
weald ſerve, and which had ſuch effe, that the peo- 
ple aaſwered, we will ferve the Lord : —he imme- 
| diately 
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diately adds, ye cannot ſerve the Lord ; for he *, 
holy God. Jolhua 24. 15—19, He would have ths 
know their impotency, and their need of divine ' 

The prophets orders - were, Tell.ye ; there Tins 


7? 


Ged eiſe beſide me, a jul Gad and a Savior. ook 
unto me and be ye ſaved, all ye ends of the eartiy,—= 
Surely ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have 7 righteous 
and ſtrength, Strength as well as righteouſneſs:wrn 
him, and not in ourſelves. So oyr Redeemer wheiths 


came, inſiſted much on the ftritneſs and authoritz;of 


the divine command, and our conflant , 6bIizari 24.70 
obedience; and at the ſametime, he as fully aff: Hed; 
that without him we can do no:bing, Mat. 5 Job.' #5. 
While the leaders of moſt note in that day, abategith 2 
terms -in various ſhapes, They-wout.i confine':the. 

law, only to-omward ations ; but Jeſus extends x 10. 
our inward diſpoſition, and deſigns : they would kzys 
an obſervance of ſmall chings anſwer, while they 7 
leted the weightier matters of the law : yea, wey 
would tain have their forms of devation ſuffice, Kt : 
they exerciſed injuſtice and cruelty towards the far 
Yet they could not bear the thoughts of periſhing ny 


more than others : no, they often.enquired- what £4 
things they ſhauld ds for eternal life ? And can ;Hi6 
words goſpel, faith or repentance help theſe in =b 
leaſt who deal with. ſouls in this partial Tine ;, and-gat 
their caſe he a whit better than thoſe who of old ;ig 
been parfial in the law ? Mal. z. 9. Yea, and is:agt 
juſtice, mercy and faithfulneſs as much neglefted raw = 
under a profeſſion of chriſtianity, as ever they vzxxe 
among the Zews ? Paul ſaw thele things creeping, 
and therefore ſays, Be not deceivel : evil communt:Q= 
tions corrupt good manners. Awake to righteouþ;# 
and ſin not ; Fr ſome have not the knowledge of Gi 


T ſpeak this to your i Cor. 15. 33. 34. {i 
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But here many of our late rcaſoners, will tell us 

that we make men mere machines, who are not wor- 
thy of praiſe or blame : for what we cannet do, we are 
not.to blame for negleCting ; and if we are aftuated by 
divine power jn all that is done right, then we are not 
praiſe-worthy therefor. 

_ Anſwer 1, God is-the author and ſupporter of all 
nature, who giveth to all hfe breath and all things ;; 
and heathen; as well/ as chriſtians, derive a natural 
power from him to do natural aftions.; and by that 
power they may do many things which are material/y 
good ; but in order for any gſftion to be /prritually 
good, it mult be done-from a right principle, and toa 
right end, without which the end of the commandment 
1s no: anſwered, x Tim. 1. 5. ; 

2 This controverſy proceeds upon the ſame foot- 
ing of that between ob and his friends, namely, dart- 
ning -counſel with words without knowledge : uſing 
words without knowing.what they mean; for the words 
cannot, are not able and ſuch like, are as different in 
their meaning when uſed about the foul, from what 
they are about the body, as the nature of the ſoul dif- 
fers from the body # We may be heariily wiliing to 
.do many outwa rdattions, which yet wecannor do, and ſo 
are excuſed from blame- in our not doing them : but 
the cauſe why ſouls cannot believe the record which 
God has given of his ſon, and love and obey him with 
all cheir hearts, is becauſe, they [ove darkneſs rather 
fhan lig't ; yea, they hate the light, Joh. 3. 19, 20. 
Becauſe the carnal mind is enmity again/t Ged,  &c. 
Rom. 8. 7.. This is the account which Jchoyah has 
given of the caſe, and thofe who dare to ſet up their 
| | | realon 

® See Mr, Edwards on the will, page 307. A. book which 

_ has aiforded more light to my mind in thelh popes, 
tHan any other human compoſure that 1 ever read. 
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reaſon againſt this account, will ſooner or later fic 
that” tremendous demand, ſhall he that contens'#t 
with the almighty, inſlruft him ? he that reprovath 
God, let him anſwer if. Jt 
What Nouls will dare to ſtand the trial, and comizy 
and tell the moſt High that they cannot believe 
and therefore he SR excuſe them from- blam#®* 
making HIM A LIak/ ® Or tell wm that they.cafiigt 
ſee beauties enough in 1M to atcratt al/ their hea:ts 
andtherefore he muſt abate his /aw, and take up at 
bodily exerciſe, take up with a ſhewing much love wil 
their mout/s, white their heart goeth afier their cif 


AX 


toulneſs ? + Many are ready to call thisrough or he## 


- uu preaching ; but this is no new thing, they called kt 
in J/aiah's day and faid, peak unto us ſmooth things; 
cauſe the holy one of I\rael to ceaſe from before "+. 
The ncar views of a þ»/y.G29, tore off their coveraj 

"| * which was not of bis ſpirit, and that they Gould 7 


bare ; therefore the prophet was ordered to nofe its K 
a book that it m: -ght be for time fo come, for ever a 
> grer, that theſe were a rebellious people, lying cif, 
dren, children that will net hear the law of the Lot 
Iſa. 30. 1, 8,—11. And the day is haftning wherssq 
awful eempeſt hall fweep away the refuge of lies; 
now therefore be ye not meckers leſt your bandi;$1 
made /trong, If-1. 28. 17, 22. aþ 
O therefore pregious ſouls, make no more atte we 
to hide from God, but {ubmit ro him and embraceks £ 
free ſalvation without delay. Doſt thou fay, I cat Wy 
believe ? let that teach thee what a GALT tha L 
haſt, which has often regarded Yying vanities, and 8: - 
now can't believe the God of i Do you Gy 4 
can believe there 1s erey for others, but = for ng 


Why not for thee ? ob, becauſe I am a great fin 
L 2 


Joh.” 5. 19 1 Ezek, 1212. 
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That is thou canſt not believe, becauſe thoy art juſt 
ſuch a creacure as Jeſus came to ſave ! « Tim. 1..15. 
The bottom of the matter is we can believe that Chrilt 
* 'came to ſave good ſinners, but not þad ones : ſuch as 
have nething elſe but badneſs. Hence the profligate 
* Perſon thinks he believes the goſpel, and hopes for 
mercy at laſt, becauſe in the midſt of all his extrava- 
gance he conceits, he has an Foneſ} heart, & God re- 
gards honeſty, & hates hypocrites. So 1n every caſe 
Men conceit they have {ome gy0d either of an inward 
or outward nature, which will when itis well jmproveg 
move Chriſt toſave them Yet when the divine ſpirit 
ſhews them truly what they are, this takes away all 
that ſort of faith. | | 
We naturally imagine that God is a/together like 
kourſelves, who cannot love thoſe whom we ſee no 
Wovlin:ſs in: tho” the truth is that his thoughts and 
BB” ways are as high above ours, asthe heavens ae above 
the earth. '1 he contention in our day, concerning a 
general, and a particular taith centers here : for they 
-don*c contend concerning who is the Savior ; but the 
diſpute is concerning what ' faith. gives an intereſt in 
him.  Mulcitudes hold that it we believe the goſpel 
to berrne, and walk 'according to the rules of ir, we 
may hope for mercy at laſ}'j* tho?, they will . ſcarce 
allow any te know they are ſafe till they leave this 
world; and {or this plain reaſon, becauſe their hope 
dep-nds upon their-doing well to. the end. Others 
hold ſaving faith to be a perſuaſion that Chrif? died 
for me in particu/ar, and that this perſuaſion mul? be 
worded up, by the (pirit's afſiſlance in our hearts, 
' Now - each party can-ſce /elf and 'man's derngs in 
the ethers faith ; therefore they have carried their con- 
- tentjons to 'a great length, Yet after all, when any 
Poor {out has his eyes opened, and is twinned from dar- 
EY eV "0 5, - neſs 
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neſs to liz bt, all their criticiſms will never p*#uide” 
him ro. wait till next year, and ſce what eff 433 Jight 
and heat have upon him, before he may ayprafriate 
the benefics of the glorious Sun ro himſelf: 1t x 
number of rebel; ſhould lift up their arms againiftheir © * 
king till many of them were lain, and the rel *{cat- 
tered in the wilderneſs, ready to periſh, anthey 
ſhould hear that he had granted out a proclamon of 
free pardon to rebels, and a general call to cy je in. 
and accept jj : yet jfthey (ti]] kept off, how vair gould 
all their diſputes or attempts prove, to find ©: t who + 
of them ſhould be ſaved by the King's mercy, { tho? 
;n the mean time it be ſhould appear to any ogthem' 
1m his royal robes, and with his charming voige” 
claim pardon to them ; how would it melt their; 
and engage each of them to ſtrive who ſhoult 
the Jowelt ſubmiſſion, and the higheſt gratity 
yndeſeryed mercy ? See er. 31. 2, 3: * 

In theſe debates the ideas of a deador abſent'giend 
unawares ſlips into our minds, who has left choige le- 
gacies to a ſele& number of perſons, where t | 
room for lawyers, diſputes and men's judg 
order to determine who are intereſted therein. Wh 


* Pal. 84. 11. AR, 26, 18, 
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« means, we will cen take our eaſe and live as we 
« Jil”. This many call reajening ; and af one told 
Dr. Taylor (who has written muchin this line, ;all the 
cry is reaſon and candour, reaſon ahd candour | and 
ſaid he, thou meancſt no Jeſs by it than they did who 
cried, Great is Diana of the Epheſians | Yet if this 
noile was tilled, we may find a ſelf-contradi1en in 
the very nature of the objeftion : * for it.is in cffe@ 
to ſay, *The mealure of my future happipels is fixed 
© therefore 1 will take methods to increaſe it”, or 
plainer ſtill : ** God has determined what happineſs I 
« ſhall have, therefore I will take my own ways, and 
*« not his to promote it ” / Every man is uſing ſome 
ſort of means or other for happineſs every day he 
lives ; ſo that the query is not properly whether we 
ſhall uſe any means, or no ; but whether 'tis beſt ro 
wie the means whichGod has appointed, or thoſewhich 
man has invented ? + f 

T his fort oft reaſoning began near the forbidden 
tree ; and generally they who moſt poſitively deny 
their concern in what was adted there, ſhew molt plain- 
ly that they allow of tle deed of their father, by gi- 
ving in'to reaſonings againſt what God hath plainly 
aid, as he did. How is the world ranfacked, and the 
faults of profcſſors on all hands- brought up, and ma- 
ny falſe charges added thereto, and all to guard againſt 
takirgand regarding God's truth as-he has delivered 
it 7 yea rather that yield ; the pit below is ſearched, 
and 7udas is brought up to carry on the argument a- 
gain(t a w_ adherence ro divine rule in our praQtice 
1m church affairs. As if Tudas's example was for imi- 
tation inſtead of warning. T ho” truely he Wat never 
had any place in the chriſtian church, as diſtin from 
the Zewiſh church ; for bis commiſſion was limited to 

. the 
* vid. Mr. Edwards on the will p 316, - + Eccl, 7. 21 
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the Douſe of I'r ael, before their national << & | 


our own guilt and folly, and freely receive the'd 
teſtimony as *tis delivered to us, and preſent aw 
dies a living facrifice to Go.l, which'is our rea/at 
ſervice. Even ſelf int ereſt, if rightly view'd 'N Ol 
move us hereto. . For if we liſrerard | 
the Lord will; not who ſays with wht meaſure yamete, 
1: SHALL be meaſured to you again. ' Had Bavid 
viewe.l this when he was tempred todefile his gxzph- 
bours wife, and then deceitfully to ſhed his bloody and þ 
had he ſeen that th s would be meaſured to him;gou- 
ble : that one ſon would defle his daughter, andiano- 
ther murder him x and then that the murderer would 
deceitfully dethrone David, and openly defils} his 
wives; with what indignation would he have rej 
that trave/ler which came to entice him thereto #% 
;Yet becauſe this ſentence is not imme 1tately exteu- 
ted, ſinners will not quit their evil ways : yea v4 her 
they ſee the execution of it begin at the houſe of (go 
upon the righteous, they reaſon diretly againlt rec 
lation, and conclu.le that the awful ſentence will: not 
reach to ungodly finners who obey not the goſ dof 
God They are willingly ignorant of the truema» 
ture and deſign of all God's d jfpentations, i Pete; 
I 7, 13: x Pet 3 5 Ler me cherefare addreſs vx 
in the language of wiſdom ic ſelf, * Hear inſtru&n 
** and be. wiſe; and refu'e it not : for who'o finde: 
** m2 findeth life, and ſhall obtain favour of the Lan 
«« Buc he that ſ{ineth againſt me wrongeth his ay | 
&« ſoul : all they that hate me, love death, Prov: 
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preſent ſtate conſtrains me to go farther. 
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I thought to have ſtopt here ; but a review of our 


For as we 
are loudly called to awake out of rep, ſo we arecalled 
to ſtir up one another, and to provoke one another 19 
love and good works, Many are ſtiring up one ano- 
ther to evil, and it might make us all aſhamed ro 


; think that ſinners are more aCtive in the way to de- 


ftrucion ; than fairits are in the way to ſalvation. 
We can ſcarce go into any company. without hearing 
talk of othe's faults ;'yet how rare is faithful reproof ? 
and why ? we are afraid of giving offence : tho' when 
the report comes round to the perſons ears, the of- 
fence is double. _ | | | 

How little regard is paid to the divine rule, for 
dealing with a faulty brother in Mas. 18 ? One way 


py which many evade it is, that the faulf ts ſecrer, 


nd therefore they will not take theſe ſteps 7 yet they 


"can whiſper it all round che_ church or neighbour- 


hood, Another is that many know it, and fo they 
would be excuſed from that method ; whereas if the 
Caſe be not opehly in the church, as that was of the 
inceſtous man at Corinth, IT know no other way to 
bring it in atight, but by theſe ſteps. and if any caſe 
be fo ſeryer that we may not opea it in that way, it 
otght to remain /ecret : for the command is, Debate 
tby cauſe with thy neighbogr bimſelf ; and diſcover not 
@ ſecret to another ; leaſt be that heareth it, put tht 


Fo ſhame, Prov, 25, 9, 10, 


Nothing is more common than to hear men's faults 
apgravared 1n their abſence, beyond what they are in 
their preſence: and as Mr, Morgan obſerves & Ar 
* evil report, be it true of falſe, ſpreads much ta« 
* fter than a good one ; an evident token that moſt 


_** men do not /ove their neighbour as they do 1h:m- 


* ſeve;", But whence comes this averſion, to giving 
and 


l 
% 
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and receiving reproof ? ſurely not from a good cate 
for, rebuke a- wiſe man, and be will love thie : and when 
rebuke is better than lecret Love. * Tisthe ſcorner 8: : 
laveth not one that reprgnieth bim, Prov. 1.5, 12,3 Sin 
is our worlt enemy, 4,1 if it has inſnared us ume 
'any diſguiſe whacſoever, 'tis a great kindneſs to ave 
the enemy diſcovered and caſt out. And if dphet 
are miſtaken in their reproof ; yet it can be no MJtle: 
ry to have our deeds tried and made manifeſt, that a E 
are wronget In Ged. (ER . ; 
a6 
"We have lately b-en upon the borders of a «hol C 
war, for L1B8&TY : hanging and burning were nott6e ; 
bad for the enemies of LiB:aTy | Ah/! little do La 
ny ſee what they'are doing ; for after all this noſe 6 © © 
Whoſoetver commilteth fin is the ſervant of in, Joh \3; 
34. Such harbuur the worſt enemies to {erty inthete 
own boſoms. Turkiſs or $pari/h flrves are not to-28” 
compared with thoſe who are under the bendagevf. | 
corruption. Covetouſneſs will make men riſe early, jt 
wp late and eat the bread” of carefulneſs% and if thiy 
have graſped much together, their abundance will rel / 
lffer them to Nlerp : it will drive them to cheat, lyv 
ſteal,an4 kill,and has brought.macy to a balter,and th. 
thouſands moreto þ:4, Pride moves men to manife@at. 
works of deceit, to advance /el/, and cruſh others; tk / 
when ics views are crofſ<d, ic breaks out inr&'wars ts - 
fizh ings with tongue,-pen, club, or ſword, and fi 
ſacieries,countries,or kingdoms, with confuſion, bloogs: 
or-deſolation. Luxury draws perſons 1 in many. was” 
to waſte their eſtate, health and time, under a notiehs,” 
of plerſure, and often brings on a [peedy,if not was - 
timely death, and an azgravated damnation. Ys 
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| Yet thoſe who thus weary themſelves to commit ini- 
tity, ofcen treat ſuch as enemies who would labour 
to convince, them ofand turn them from this dreadful 
flavery. Every company ſounds with complaints of 
bardtimes ; —debts,and want of mrans to pay them: where- 
aS had we the means that have been conſumed upon 
theſe laſts, among us in ten years paſt, and could we 
ſe ther, and not abuſe them, we ſhould be as happy 
as any people. on earth”: but'in vain do we, look tor 
peace while we harbour ſuch enemies ; or for liberty, 
while we yield our ſelves to ſerve Hin, and are not in 
earneſt toimproveall goſpel means to ſearch out theſe 
true! fors. I ſpeak' not thus becauſe I am free of 
-blame"therein . No, rather, (as Col. Gardiner ſaid) 


W becauſe I-have been fo /candaleu/ly befouted by them. 


We glory much in our liberty of conſcience ;'yet how 
| little is that underſtood among'us ? * The. true na- 
”e ture of it is, when” we have delivered our ſentiments 
and the grounds of” them ;* then to ſay with Paul; 

Tudge ye what T ſay. But what is more common than 
for us to go a ſtep” further, and judge for others as 
well as our ſelves, and if they do not concur with 
our judgment,to treat them with contempt or abuſe ? 
Yea,andcivil privileges, or juſt dues are often witheld, 
only becauſe others ſentiments differ-{rom ours. Al 
the difference between this and ancient perſecution is, 
that hen the yr ant was upon the-tbrone, but now he 
is come down-to the footitool ; then he took away lite ; 
- but 
.* Good conſcience men allow (they ſay) 
but muſt be underſtood, 


To fay as they themſelves do lay; 
or elle it can't be good, Goddard. 
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but now he is reſtrain'd from going ſo far. Poul (&} 
Weaiſorver is reproved is made manifeſt by I pt 
Other methods therefore than holding forth lie «gb 
ſpeaking the truth in love, have not a good, both v 
tendency, Since I have ventured thus tar, 1 will $4 
ceed a little farther, and obſerve that as to chriffia | 
union, Joby loved the ſaints in jbe truth ; and wEre - 
commanded 19 love the truth and prace. Therefj | 
to purſue peace with all men, as lar as we Can conf 
| ent with iraib, is an incumbent duty : but to wreong 
the /rutb for peace ; to wrong our own conſciencead 
pleaſe others, is an awful fort of liberty 2 


4 The prince of peace calls to arms againſt, fin, 4m 
there is no diſcharge in this war, any more than in tgar * 
which will come by and by. No, the Prince declares 
| He that is not with me, is againi# me. ® Surely thengny 
[3.5 brethreo, it is bjgh time 40 awake out of Nleep, and fait 
off the works of dar kne/3,and put on the armer of lig bt:t- J 
| and no longer fallow our blind inclinations, oz os 
2 inticements, becauſe we doy't knern this or that 1&:he 
| wrong z but purſue what we do know 1s right 2: : 66. 
make this our dazly cry,; $ That which 1 ſee not Fan 
thou me, if I bave done iniquity, I will do no mit 
Does the multitude of inward and outward foes Gi 
thee to cry, Alas, what ſball we do? the anſwer igev2 
dy, Fear not; for they that be with us, are mere 54 
they that be with Gow | The Lord tells us what 
"contfoverly 1s, and that all ſhall know the-uige ot" 
ſays he, they all knew whoſe words ſhall tand, Yip 
or theirs. © He calls us to truſt and obey his wh 
cod rulers, fathers, mothers, wife or-children gp 


» Mat. 12. 30. + Rom, 13 16, 12. $ * Jodzbi FE 
np 2 Kin, 6, I 3, 16, C Jer. 44: 8 
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the cauſe : And be.that will turn'from truth for any 
or all of thele, CANNorT be Chriſt's diſciple, * 


/ 


Worldly wiſdom ſays, 'T his is to0 much, and when 
it comes to the trial, many go away ſorrow!u}, not be» 
ing able to endure fo great a fight of affution. But 
Faith compures things quite in another ne, 1 remem« 
ber a ſtory of a great commander, that when an, ac- 
count of his army was brought to him, in order 10 
ſhew that their number wzs not ſo great as their ene» 
mies, he ſays, © And how many thouſands did you 
reckon we tor”, DUnbelief leaves the capiain of our 
ſalvation out of the account : but faith views him as 
«ll in all, ſo that if it fees, violence, iniquity, and grei- 
Vanee, ſo that the law i: flacked, and juigment doth 
not go forib, becauſe the wicked dots con;paſs about 
the. ri,Gieous ; yer it (ces 1s glory coveritbe beavens, 
and the:zarth was | ful) of was praiſe.. ns flood and 
meaſured the earth, ax beheld and drave aſunder the 
zation:, and fcatterstbe mountains and bills.  u1s ways 

pre everlaſting. © Then let natures ſupplies all fail, 
. yer the believer will, joy in the God of bis Jolvaties. 
Hab. 1 2—4 & 3, 3, 6, 17, 18. 


_ * Faith puts' ſelf ove of the- queſtion, and cries, 
Lord it is nothing with thee to | help, whether with 
many, or with them that hav? no power : beip us Q 
Lord cur (God |; for we reſt on thee, and in thy.name 
we £o cgainſl this multituce : 0) Led, tbou art eur 
God, !.t noi man prevail againſt THzs. In this may: 
Gud' $ peop.e ouf f weakneſs wax velient in fight, 
and 
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and turs to flight a th:uſand rbouſaid "eremics;*1 
Chron. 14. 9, 11. Every: believer has the "factti 
three, the" armies'of heaven, and all the good in - 
upon earth'on his fide ; and divine power and fait. 
fulneſs have engaged to make all" the attempts bi 
of his carnal and ſpiritual foes- to work tor 5 
good. * While the unbelievers parry conliſts of this 
priſoners of darkneſs, and a multitude of worms wis 
;are crulbed before the moth, Jude 6, Job. 4. 19.* ic 
is high time therefore for us all to have done be 


with lukewarmneſs and cowardice/ in this cau!;\ 
and while many are extolling che courage of carm{ 
men, let us be valient for the truth upon the earth, 
| Evesy 
# Rom 8. 28. 2 Cor. 4+» I7». 7 , 
t Ter. 9. $ , v *5. 
» bg 6 
Hark yet again you carnal men, 8 
' and hear what I ſhall (ay, 'Y 
In your own dialeQt; and then x 
> 111 you no longer ſtay, þ i. 
| 2 You talk ſometimes of valour much | E, | 
and count thoſe bravely man'd, bY E 
Who will not ſtick to have a touch 32 - 
with any in the laad. FA. 
Tho' you dare crack a cowards crown, FE 
or quarrel for a Pin, Tz 
You dare not on'the wicked frown,  ' -S 
nar ſpeak again their ſin, ' YR F 
| Know then true courage there doth dwell, "Y 
| where men engage for God, ' W 
Againſt the devil, death, and hell, . 
\ and bear the wickeds rod, i 


p44 Trae Faith will produc#good Works; 
Every one wants-.to be happy. Well we have the 
teſtimony | of truth itſelf, that'* It ye know theſe 
« thi bappy are ye if ye vo them. © And the 
ec = o of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace, and the 


« effe# of righteouſnels, quicine/s and aſſurance for 
$© ever. AMEN. 
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